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MEMOIRS OF A CONVERTED QUAKER, 


Written by the late reverend and learned Cuarves LESLIE, author of the 
SHortT METHOD WITH THE JEws AND DeistTs, and many other 
learned and ingenious treatises. 


Tue person I am to speak of, 
was bred a quaker from her in- 
fancy, being born of quaker pa- 
rents, and was not baptized till 
after she was married. She was 
of a quick and ready apprehen- 
sion, and a cheerful temper, 
nothing inclined to enthusiasm. 
She discoursed with judgment 
and concern in matters of relig- 
ion, of which I had frequent oc- 
casions, lodging along time in 
the same house with her. She 
had an entire confidence in me, 
and opened her mind to me as to 
her confessor. 

She died of a consumption, of 
which she had been ill, and wear- 
ing weaker and weaker, two 
years before her death, in all 
which time I attended her. 

I preached to her the doc- 
trine of faith, as set forth in ‘our 
homilies of salvation, of faith, 
and good works, which she oft- 
en read with great pleasure— 
that the atonement and satisfac- 
tion to God for our sins, was 
made wholly and solely by the 
perfect obedience and meritori- 

Vor. II. New Series. 


ous sufferings and death of Christ 
our blessed Lord in our nature, 
in our stead, as our sacrifice and 
our surety, who had paid the 
whole debt to the utmost farth- 
ing, to the last demand of infinite 
justice; that our good works 
had no merit in them, nor must 
come in for the least share of the 
satisfaction made for sin, as be- 
ing mixed with our infirmities 
and our sin, whence all our 
righteousness was filthy rags, 
and our best repentance had need 
to be repented of; that there 
was no merit neither in our faith, 
which at the best was but weak, 
and that we had all reason to say, 
Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief; that all our depend. 
ance was upon the perfect and 
complete satisfaction made b 

the sacrifice of Christ, wholly 
without us, for our sins ; that 
our faith was only a hand which 
reaches a medicine to us, the vir- 
tue being in the medicine, not in 
the hand, no more than it was in 
the eye which looked upon the 
brazen serpent, and a less per- 
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fect sight did cure, as well as the 
strongest ; that sight is the near. 
est bodily répresentation of faith, 
as our blessed Savior himself 
makes the allusion, John iii. 15, 
**That as the serpent was lifted 
up,’’ (and the cure was wrought 
only by the sight) **so was the 
Son of man lifted up, that who- 
soever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life ;? that good works are a 
necessary effect of faith, as fruit 
is of a tree; it is a dead tree that 
bears no fruit, so it is a dead 
faith that bringeth not forth good 
works, as there is occasion. 
And St. James, whom some 
would make to oppose St. Paul 
in that matter, lays the whole 
upon faith, only brings the works 
to shew, that the faith(was true : 
he says, James ii. 22. ‘* Seest 
thon how faith wrought with his 
works?” And the Scripture was 
fulfilled which said, ** Abraham 
believed God, and it was imput- 
ed unto him for righteousness.”’ 
It was the believing was imput- 
ed, and he did believe, because 
he did work, else he had not 
believed ; but after all, there is 
no merit, either in the faith or 
in the work, but it is attributed 
chiefly to the faith, because faith 
is that which immediately lays 
hold upon, and reaches and ap- 
plies to us the infallible catholi- 
con, the satisfaction and atone. 
ment made for us by the passion 
an death of Christ our Lord ; 
and asa tree is sometimes de- 
nominated by the fruit, so the 
works of faith are called faith, 
and the effects of faith are attri- 
buted to the works; and on the 
other hand, faith itself is called 
a work. John vi. 28, 29. 
‘*What shall we do that we may 
work the works of God ? Jesus 
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answered and said unto them, 
This is the work of God, that 
ye believe in him whom he hath 
sent :”? so that faith implies 
works (where works can be 
wrought,) and works imply 
faith, the one as the tree, the 
other as the fruit. 

Upon this subject the person 
I am speaking of, and I, have 
spent many hours, especially the 
last year of her life. As she 
drew nearer to her end, she us. 
ed to say, This makes the way 
to heaven very easy, and gives 
an infallible assurance, that nei. 
ther the weakness of our faith 
(though the stronger the more 
comfortable) nor the unworthi-. 
ness of our repentance, so it be 
sincere, can give us any ground 
of despair ; because our trust is 
not in them, but in the all-suffi. 
cient satisfaction which our Lord 
has made for us. 

[ told her I was glad she found 
it so easy, for that this faith was 
the gift of God ; and some would 
purchase it (if possible) with the 
whole earth, were it all their 
own; for all men have not faith 
though it is not only very clear. 
ly revealed in holy Scripture, 
but most consonant to our rea- 
son, for that God is not only 
just (as we use the word among 
men) to have some, or a great 
deal of justice in him, but he 
is justice itself, justice in the ab- 
stract ; and justice cannot remit 
any thing : to remit is not an act 
of justice but of mercy, and God 
is as much justice as mercy, and 
one attribute must not fight with 
or oppose another; that would be 
to argue contradiction in God; 
therefore since it is of the nature 
of justice to require satisfaction, 
and satisfaction that is not full 
and complete is not satisfaction 
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(for justice requires the utter. 
most farthing,) it must needs 
follow that God, who is justice 
itself, will require it. This was 
both required and paid in the 
fuil and complete satisfaction 
which Christ made for the sins 
of the whole world, in our true 
and proper nature which had of- 
fended, by his perfect obedience, 
and the sacrifice of himseif upon 
the cross. Herein the justice of 
God was infinitely exalted, in 
that a full, that is, an infinite 
satisfaction was given toit in the 
sufferings of a person who was 
of an infinite nature. This infi- 
nite satisfaction made to the jus- 
tice of God, does equally exalt 
his wisdom in finding out so won. 
derful a means for our salvation. 
Again, this infinity of justice 
and wisdom both equally exalt 
the infinity of the goodness and 
mercy of God, in affording to 
us sucha propitiation, in send. 
ing his Son to take our nature 
upon him and to make satisfac- 
tion for the sins of that nature. 
And thus the attributes of God 
stand each full and complete; 
they fight not or oppose each 
other, but each does exalt 
and magnify the other. This 
is the great mystery of god- 
liness, God manifest in the 
flesh. This is it which the 
angels desire to iook into and 
adore to all eternity ; this it is 
which the quakers have tramp- 
led upon and rejected, meaning 
no more by God manifest in the 
flesh than the light which, they 
say, is manifest in their hearts, 
and that there the satisfaction is 
made for sin, by that light with. 
in them, which they call the 
mystery. Butthe outward com- 


ing of Christ, and all that he did 
or suffered upon earth, they, 
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call the history, or facile repre- 
sentation of what is wrought 
within them by what they call 
their light, and say, that this is ihe 
great mystery of godliness ; thus 
literally denying the Lord who 
bonght them, 

Imagination ts a noble instru- 
ment of religion, when it is built 
upon -reason, and acted by it. 
It enlivens our dévotions, it car- 
ries us even beyond our strength 
in our duty, makes us patient 
even in tribulation, by shewing us 
the crown that is set before us, 
and gives us zeal, but still ac- 
cording to knowledge. Theim- 
pressions made by the Holy Spirit 
of God upon the imagination of 
the holy prophets and apostles, 
in the visions and revelations 
given to them, always tended to 
the improvement of their reason, 
and made it stronger. But the 
impressions made by evil spirits 
upon the imagination, always 
tend to the clouding of our rea- 
son, that the imagination might 
govern alone and without con. 
trol. 

Another remarkable difference 
betwixt the impressions made by 
the good and evil spirits is, in 
the visible effects, even upon 
their bodies. The holy proph- 
ets were even much moved, and 
their bodies for a time rendered 
weak, during the impressions of 
some extraordinary visions; but 
still with gravity and decency, 
befitting the awe they had to the 
divine presence ther exhibited to 
them: whereas the © heathen 
priests, when they were possess- 
ed with their * and gave 
forth oracles, fellinto convulsions 
and strange distortions of body, 
wallowing and foaming at the 





* A word wanting here in the MS. 
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mouth in dreadful manner, yell- 
ing, and sending forth hideous 
outcries, beyond their common 
strength, to the terror even 
of beasts which. heard the 
noise. The very same was 
among the quakers, whence they 
got the name; and it often seiz- 
ed even little children among 
them, so that it could be no 
counterfeit. _And the like has 
been observable at the beginning 
of most of our sects. 

When the Jews were cut to 
the heart, and repented, upon 
the preaching of the apostles, it 
is said, they smote their breasts 
and returned ; but they did not 
fall into fits, roar and bellow 
like madmen: no such ecstatic 
conversions are to be found in 
holy scripture; all was grave, 
serious, and lovely. The spirit 
that descends from above, is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated. The 
reverse of which is the spirit 
that ascends from beneath ; its 
birth is in monstrous forms, its 
gravity sour and sullen, the 
most difficult to be entreated, 
and the most impossibie to be 
eonvinced; for, having aban- 
doned reason, what can con- 
vince ? What can a man answer 
to what you say vou feel within 
you, for which you give no rea- 
son nor hear any against it. 

All this may seem a digression 
from the relation I promised 
concerning the death of the per- 
son, which is the subject of this, 
but it is necessary to make clear 
some passages init. I remember 
some few days before she died, 
she told me, that in a dream, an 
old woman came to her, and told 
her, she should be damned for 
want of assurance. She said 
the dream made no impression 


upon her, that she knew not 
what some people meant by as. 
surance ; that she firmly beliey. 
ed Christ had made full satisfac. 
tion for her sins, as well as for 
the sins of all others; that he 
would accept her sincere though 
unworthy repentance, and hel 

the weakness of her faith ; for 
that she trusted not either to the 
strength of her faith, or repent- 
ance, (which of themselves had 
need to be repented of) but as 
they gave her ground to lay hold 
upon the complete and all-suffi-. 
cient satisfaction made for her 
by Christ; and this, said she, 
is my assurance. It was before 
this, that she used to make the 
objection of the way being too 
easy, which I mentioned before, 
and upon which we have dis- 
coursed many days: she used to 
add, ‘*Well, [ cannot resist your 
reasoning ; Ido believe; but the 
hour of death is the time of trial ; 
if it should fail me then, I should 
think you had deceived me, and 
[am sure should be uneasy to 
see you.’’ This she often re. 
peated, but would confess, 
‘* that this was much more ra- 
tional, and infinitely more ad- 
vancing the glory of God in 
all his attributes, than that 
wretched way of the quakers, 
to bid a man trust his salvation 
to something within himself, 
where he can find nothing but 
what is mixed with our infirmi- 
ties and our sins, and utterly un- 
worthy to appear in the presence 
of God on its own account, but 
greatly abhorrent to think it 
should be worthy to make atone- 
ment and satisfaction for other 
sins, which whatever duces, must 
surely be without sin itself: and 
if God sees folly in his angels, and 
the heavens are not elean in his 
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sight, what creature can then 
pretend to answer for the sins of 
others ? None but Christ, who 
is God, could doit ; and to mis- 
trust the sufficiency of his satis- 
faction would be infidelity : and 
why should I fear for my sins? 
For he came to take away my 
sins.” Then she would often 
repeat, ‘* Lord I believe, help 
thou mine unbelief ;’? and some- 
times that saying in the Psalms, 
‘*¢ Though J,am sometimes afraid, 
yet I put my trust in thee.” 

I am now come to that which 
has occasioned all that I have 
said before, the last scene of her 
life: she was worn to skin and 
bone by a long and lingering 
consumption, and all hope of 
recovery was for a good while 
taken away ; but on Tuesday, 
the 4th ef March, 1700, the 
more immediate signs of death 
appeared, her speech faltered, 
and she grew so weak that she 
could not move one hand from 
under the clothes, nor put it in 
again, but as they did it for her. 
The next day (which was Ash- 
Wednesday) 1 told her in the 
morning that the service of the 
day was long, and asked her, if 
she could bear it all. ‘* Yes, 
said she, I will have it all, for it 
will be the last time.’? But be. 
fore we got through the psalms 
(which are the seven penitential 
for that day) she changed, and 
we were forced to break off, she 
took leave of her husband, and 
1 went down with him to a par- 
lor below stairs, for I had per- 
suaded him not to be present to 
sec her expire: such sights often 
make too great impressions, es- 
pecially on those so nearly re- 
lated, and he was a very kind 
husband and extremely tender of 
her, and she was now past all 
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knowledge of what was said, 
and not capable of any answer. 
I bid her maid call me, when 
she came to the: point of expir- 
ing, that [ might give her the re- 
commendatory prayer, which 
was all then remaining to be 
done. About seven or eight 
—_ at night her speech quite 
failed her, her flesh grew cold 
and stiff, but she appeared to be 
in great agony, and the rattle in 
her throat was so loud as might 
be heard in the next room. 
Thus she continued till four 
o’clock in the morning, when 
her maid came down and told 
her husband and me (who sat 
up all this while in the parlor) 
that the rattle in her throat was 
quite gone, and all her agonies 
ceased, that she lay perfectly 
still, but yet was not asleep ; 
for they could perceive her 
sometimes to open her eyes a 
little, but presently shut them 
again; and several times they 
held something to her mouth to 
try if she had breath, for she 
lay as still as if she had been 
dead. At five [ went up to see 
how she was, and some noise be- 
ing made in opening of the door, 
she started, and with struggling 
got out the word, ** What!” 
meaning what noise that was. 
They told her it was [, who 
came to see how she did, and to 
pray by her; she frowned and 
put on a very angry look, and 
said, ** Out, out,’’ and at last, 
** Put him out,” but speaking 
the words very imperfectly. 
The woman made signs to me to 
withdraw, for they had kept the 
room very still and quict since 
she had fallen into that still fit. 


I went down again into the par- 


lour to her husband, but then 
came into mind what she used to 
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say so often, of making the way 
too easy, that the hour of death 
was the time of trial, and if it 
faiicd her then, she would not 
endure the sight of onc that had 
deceived her fatally. This 
wrought strongly in my mind, 
and it appeared to meas if this 
had been the case: her speech 
restored to her, though but to 
strain out three words to shew 
her displeasure, when she had 
been quite speechless so many 
hours before; and I never ex- 
pected to hear another word 
from her. She used to be de- 
sirous of prayers, and now to 
forbid me with so great anger, 
when she could not explain her- 
self—1 thought if I had made 
the way too easy, and so de- 
ceived her, I had deceived my- 
self too, for I knew no other 
way to heaven for myself than I 
had told her, and that I should 
deceive all others. I could not 
find in myself more signs of sin- 
cere repentance, and a well 
grounded faith than she had ex- 
pressed ; and all appearing to 
me to have failed her at the last, 
brought terrible apprehensions 
upon me: then the Popish aus- 
terities came into my mind, and 
J thought though our doctrine be 
right, perhaps we make the way 
too easy in our practice,and think 
to go to heaven in down beds, 
without giving ourselves any 
trouble about it; and that to 
avoid the doctrine of merit, we 
ought not to lay aside all mor- 
tification, Then I bemoaned 
the too general neglect among 
ns of those fasts appointed in 
our own church. All my own 
sins looked me full in the face, 
and I thought they are now re- 
quired of me. I reflected, 
whether my notion of schism 


Memoirs of a Converted Quaker. 


| May, 


might not be too severe, and 
whether I had not gone too far 
in bringing her entirely to our 
communion in her sickness 
(though she went sometimes to 
church) which I did, and conld 
not otherwise have assisted her 
with the last offices of the 
church. J was sensible at that 
time that these were only the 
impressions of the imagination, 
yet they were too strong for 
me, and in all my life I never 
endured so great an agony. 
If none of these were the cause, 
then I concluded my unworthi. 
ness was the cause, and that 
God would not accept my minis- 
trations, and therefore had not 
blessed them. ‘The last thing to 
which she appealed so often, 
the dying hour, having in all ap- 
pearance failed her, and I never 
having had the opportunity of 
so long acquaintance with any 
other person upon the subject of 
religion, and conducting her 
through all the steps both of 
vpublic and private devotion, and 
cases of conscience; this looked 
to me like the breaking of a ves- 
sel, on which one had bestowed 
great pains, or aship, aftera 
long voyage sinking in the har- 
bor. This trouble was upon 
me for an hour, when just about 
six o’clock her maid came run. 
ning down, and opening the par. 
lor-door in haste, 1 concluded 
it was to tell me (as I had 
desired) that her mistress was 
just expiring, upon which I said 
to her husband, ** Do not you 
go up, Vil go up:’ but the 
maid (with great surprise in her 
face) said, ‘* No, no, you must 
both come up; for my mistress 
hath sent for you both, and she 
is well and strong, and more 
cheerful than I ever saw her in 
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my life.’ We run up, and 
found her sitting up in her bed, 
with both her arms out of the 
clothes expanded, and using 
them with full freedom. There 
was a fresh and lively color in 
her face, and he> eyes sparkling 
with such a transport of joy as 
I never saw in any face before 
or since: her voice was strong 
and loud, and her words very 
distinct and articulate. She 
said, aS soon as we came into 
the room, *‘ I have sent for you 
to let you know, how gracious 
God has been to me; he has 
given me a foretaste of heaven: 
he has shewed it to me. Oh! 
the glorious sight that [ have 
seen of angels and blessed spir- 
its; and oh! the ravishing mu- 
sic! it is impossible to express 
it. My soul is exalted and en. 
larged! Oh! I could dance, I 
could sing, I could fly !”’ that 
was her very expression— 
‘* Come, said she, weep no 
more, but praise God with me, 
laugh, rejoice, and sing!’ In 
that rapture she continued about 
half an hour, before we gave her 
any interruption. The first 
thing that came into my mind 
was, that this might be a deliri- 
um, and that she was light- 
headed, as an effect of her dis- 
temper; but as she had not the 
least of that during her whole 
sickness, for which { have often 
heard her blessi'God, that amidst 
ail her pains he had kept her 
head and reason undisturbed ; 
so it seemed strange to me, that 
such fumes (if that were the 
cause) should restore her 
strength,: speech, sight, in so 
wonderful a manner, after she 
had Jain now fifteen hours in the 
very jaws of death, for she was 
‘very thing bat dead. 


* 
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In fevers, and other v olent 
attacks upon nature, when it is 
strong, there will be sometimes 
a sudden and vigorous revulse 
of the spirits, which will strug. 
gle when expiring ; but itis not 
commonly so, when long and 
slow sicknesses have by degrees 
quite exhausted the strength of 
the body, which drops down for 
want of spirits to support it. 
But in all she said, bating the 
strangeness of what she related, 
there was not one disordered 
word, or that savored of light- 
ness; and for nine hours after 
that she lived (for she died not 
{ill three in the afternoon) she 
spoke to her husband, to her 
child who was with her, to her 
sister, to her servants, and con- 
cerning her temporal affairs, 
with as much consistency and 
strength of reason, asin all her 
life; nor did one word, that 
looked in the least giddy or 
light-headed, drop from her ; 
though that transport and joy 
in her face, and cheerfulness in 
her voice, and all her actions 
continucd with her all along, 
and in every thing she said and 
did. The impression that trans. 
port of pleasure had printed in 
her countenance, was not quite 
worn off when she expired, and 
Seemed to remain even after her 
death, an air of satisfaction ap- 
peared in her corpse. She died 
without a sigh or groan, or the 
least struggle, or any thing more 
terrible than seeing one fall into 
a sweet sleep, just at the close of 
the recommendatory prayer. A 
little before she died, when she 
could no longer discourse, but 
speak single words, I saw her 
put her finger to her breast 
when death was making its last 
effort, and say, ** hard, hard :” 
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but then immediately, as if cor- 
recting herself, she lift up both 
her hands, and looking wp, with 
great cheerfulness in her eyes, 
she cried, ‘* This pain is noth- 
ing, joy, heaven!’ which were 
the Jast words I heard her speak. 

The first sight we had: of that 
strange transport in her, which 
was about six o’clock that 
moruing, had an effect upon me 
more than upon herself. It lit- 
erally turned our mourning into 
joy ; for she expressed herself 
with that liveliness and assur- 
ance, as forced her husband and 
other relations to express their 
joy likewise; and what tears 
there were, were of joy and as- 
tonishment. I remember, while 
she was describing to *us the 
blessedness she had seen, she 
took notice of her sister weep- 
ing by her, and turning to her, 
took her kindly by the hand, 
and said, ** What do you do? 
Don’t you believe me ?” 
‘* Yes,’’ said her sister, ‘* I do.” 
‘¢ No,’ said she, ‘* you don’t ; 
for if you did, you would not 
cry. Indeed, indeed, I tell you 
nothing but what I have seen, 
and what is true.”’ 

The first impression I had of 
this strange sight was, that it 
was a delirium or lightness in 
the head: I had a mind to try 
the sincerity of it all the ways I 
could. She had all along, dur. 
ing her sickness, expressed an 
uneasiness at dying, and was 
very desirous to live, with due 
submission to the will of God. 
After the first expression of her 
transport, I said, ‘‘ God has 
been very gracious to you, and 
he may do more still.”’ ** More,”’ 
said she, ‘* what can be more?” 
‘¢ He may restore you again to 
your perfect health, though, in 





human appearance, there is ne 
prospect of it.’ ‘*I know 
that,’ said she : and stretching 
out her arm, which was skin 
and bone, ** He that made these 
bones may put flesh upon them 
again, if he pleases.” ‘** But 
do you desire it,” said I; 
** shall we pray for it with sub. 
mission to his will ?”? ** Hold,» 
said she; then musing a while, 
said, ** let me see; I am now 
in the flower of my age, going 
in my thirtieth year; I have a 
kind husband, good children, 
and loving friends, and plenty 
enough in the world, I want 
nothing: are not these all the 
reasons any one can have to wish 
to live? And I was very desir. 
ous to live, if it ‘were God's 
will; but now I would not live 
for all the world; nothing in 
the world could relish with me 
now. After what I have seen, 
all would be dead and insipid to 
me: no; I would not live for 
ten thousand poundsa year. [| 
was loath to leave you (said she 
to her husband) and my children 
being young ; and was very un- 
easy to think of their coming 
nnder a mother-in-law ;_ but 
they are in God’s hands, and | 
lay no desire upon you, said she 
to her husband, not to marry 
again. No; these desires, 
which some dying people have, 
savor too much of the world: 
marry in God’s name, when you 
find it convenient for you, but 
don’t forget my two girls. ’Tis 
true, I leave you no son; but 
two good girls are better than 
one naughty boy, said she, with 
a pleasant air, and you know not 
what a boy might have proved. 
1 was indeed loath to leave you, 
but now I would not stay with 
you (speaking to her husband) 
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nor with you, nor you, nor you,”’ 
(turning to several friends about 
her ;) but raising herself up, and 
stretching both her arms in an 
embracing posture, said, ‘* I 
wish I could take you all with 
me; but you must stay God’s 
time, that is best.”’ 

I was now fully satisfied there 
was no delirium in the case, and 
the trouble I was under an hour 
before hung still upon me. I 
then kneeled down upon the 
bed by her, and said, ** Among 
all the rest, what have I done 
that you are angry with me ?”’ 
** With you!” said she, ** why ? 
what’s the matter?’ ‘** You 
bid them turn me out,” said I, 
‘‘ and refused to have me pray 
by you.’’> ‘* When was that,” 
said she? I said, ‘* an hour 
ago.”? **Oh! an hour ago,’’ 
she replied ; ** I was then 
otherwise employed, as you find, 
and you disturbed me.”’ ‘* You 
disturbed me much more,”’ said 
I; ‘* for it brought into my 
mind what you used so often to 
say, that the hour of death was 
the time of trial; and if you 
found then, I had indeed made 
the way too easy and deceived 
you, you should not then bear 
the sight of me: this I took to 
be the case, and it gave me great 
disturbance; for I never ex- 
pected to hear another word 
from you.” ‘* Therefore,” 
said she, ** I was sent back to 
satisfy you, that the way is sure 
though it be easy; and I have 
received full assurance, which 
leaves no doubt behind it, that 
my sins are all pardoned through 
the all-sufficient satisfaction of 
my blessed Savior, and that I am 
how going to that place which I 
have seen, and hope to mect you 
there 3” and taking me by the 
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hand, said, ‘* No, indeed, I am 
not angry with you, but I thank 
you heartily for all the pains 
you have taken with me, and it 
has not been in vain; God re. 
ward you.’’? I then told her, 
‘¢ That I heartily blessed God 
with her, and for her, but more 
for myself; for I looked upon 
it, that this wonderful change 
was wrought in her, and that 
she was sent back from death to 
life more for my sake than her 
own ; for she soon would have 
had the benefit of it, though we 
should not have known it; 
but that [ doubted whether I 
ever should have overcome the 
impression that my trouble gave 
me even to despondence: but 
that now God had in a wonder- 
ful manner relieved me, and 
given me comfort, which I hop- 
ed would remain with me till 
my dying hour.”? Then I ask- 
ed; ‘¢ if I should pray by her.’’ 
*¢ Yes,”’ said she, ** with all my 
heart ; but instead of the pardon 
of my sins, as you used to pray, 
let all now be praise and glory 
to God, who has already par- 
doned them.”’ Then I kneeled 
down and repeated, gloria in 
excelsis, glory be to God on 
high, &c. as it is in the end 
of the communion service, all 
the company joining, and re. 
peating with me aloud : and she 
said to all present, ** I will teli 
you what the Lord hath done 
for my soul, he has granted me 
every thing I desired ; I prayed 
for an easy passage, for I was 
more afraid of dying than of 
death, and he has granted it me; 
for though I feel my pains and 
see death approaching, the hor- 
ror of it is taken away, and I 
desire to be dissolved, and to be 
with Christ ; and a that J 
3 | 
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have seen abates_ my pains, that 
Lieel them not as I did before--- 
[ can bear them now. Qh! 
what great things has God done 
for me, far beyond what I could 
ask or think ! The hand of the 
Lord is gracious ; wait for him.” 
I said, **‘ One comfort was, that 
it delivered us from our bodily 
pains.’? She added, ‘‘ and from 
our infirmities, and from our 
sins, that we should no more 
proveke that good God, who had 
created us, and shed his blood to 
redeem us, that is much more 
comfortable.”” Then I remind- 
ed her how God had verified to 
her, and to me too, that in the 


thirtieth psalm (the psalm for 
the day of the month, the sixth 
day,) ** His wrath endureth but 
the twinkling of an eye, and in 
his pleasure is life: heaviness 
may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning.’”? Then 
she said, ‘* Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace 
for mine eyes have seen thy sal. 
vation.’? And thus she did de. 
part in peace the sixthof March, 
1700. 

The truth of this, as to what 
relates to her death, can be at. 
tested by her husband and oth. 
ers, yet living, who were pres. 
ent. 








RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


DOCTRINE THE FOUNDATION OF DUTY. 


Ture must always bea cause, 
hefore there will be effects; there 
must be a foundation, before 
there will be a superstructu¥e. 
The doctrines of christianity are 
the foundation, and its laws the 
directory, of that system of 
practice which men are required 
to pursue; and itis from those 
doctrines, this directory, or 
code of practical. rules, re. 
sults. If we rightly under- 
stand the doctrines of the Bi- 
ble, we shall perceive the rca- 
sonableness and propriety of the 
precepts. We shall see the per. 
fect harmony which subsists be- 
tween them; we shall see that 
they are inseparable. The du- 
ties of the christian system are 
as intimately connected with the 
doctrines, as the branches of a 
tree are with the body, or the 


fruit with the sap and root. If 
you destroy the body or the 
roots of a tree, you can have no 
fruit. Nor is it less evident, 
that if you take away the doc- 
trines ef revelation, you destroy 
the foundation of its precepts, 
and of all moral duties. But 
some may say, there are those, 
who disbelieve and deny the 
main doctrines of the Bible, and 
yet admit its precepts and main- 
tain moral and respectable char- 
acters. Yes; but what is their 
morality in the eyes of the holy 
and jealous God? They kave 
nothing of that obedience, which 
will meet his approbation and 
acceptance. He requires the 
heart, and an acquiescent and 
unshaken faith in all the truths 
of his word. Without faith it 
is impossible to please God. 
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But faith embraces all the prom- 
inent and distinguishing doc- 
trines of the Bible, which are 
the life and glory of that inspir- 
ed volume. These are its ob- 
jects; on these it fastens, and 
grasping them, as immutable 
truths, it works by love and 
brings forth fruits unto praise, 
and glory, and honor. 

Duty indeed respects the heart 
a3 well as the life. Yea, it be- 
gins in the heart; and no duty, 
in the sense of the gospel or of 
the law, is performed, unless the 
heart is renewed, and warmed 
with love to Gud. But as soon 
as a person spiritually under. 
stands the doctrines of the Bible 
and embraces them with a cordial 
faith; he will discover the inti- 
mate connexion between them 
and the precepts of christianity, 
and cheerfully perform the cor- 
respondent duties. 

The truth that the duties of 
christianity grow out of its doc- 
trines, may be illustrated and 
confirmed by an induction of 
particular instances. We will 
begin with the doctrine of the 
existence of God. This doctrine 
lies at the foundation of all re. 
ligion. And what are the du- 
ties, which spring from this 
source? They are love, trust, 
praise, adoration, reverence, and 
obedience. When Moses was 
sentto effect the deliverance of 
Isracl from Egypt, his commis. 
sion and his obligations to obe- 
dience, as well as the hopes of 
the Israelites, were founded on 
the independent and eternal ex. 
istence of Jehovah. ‘God said 
unto Moses, [| AM THAT I 
AM: and He said, Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of 
Israel, 1 AM hath sent me unto 
von.”? Ex, iii. 14. ‘The author. 
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ity on which Moses was to act, 
and the duties which the Israel. 
ites owed him as a messenger of 
the Most High, rested on the 
self existence and the incommu- 
nicable perfections of Jehovah. 
On the same exalted and un- 
changeable principles, a cordial 
submission to the government of 
God and a reverential adoration 
of his Majesty, are inculcated 
on his people. The sovereign 
mandate is clothed in this solemn 
and expressive language; ‘‘ Be 
still and know that I am God.” 
Ps. xlvi. 10. 

Again, He is our Creator ; 
therefore we are bound to reve- 
rence his authority, and obey his 
commands. The relation in 
which the creature stands to the 
Creator necessarily involves cer- 
tain obligations. We are fear. 
fully and wonderfully made ; and 
therefore ought to praise and 
honor hisname. Thus reasoned 
David. 

He is our Preserver and Bene- 
factor ; consequently it is our 
duty, to bless and obey, to wor. 
ship and glorify Him. By the 
goodness of God, we ought alsu 
to be led to a sincere repentance 
of our sins. 

Further, the infinite power of 
Jehovah should teach us the dan- 
ger of offending him, and induce 
us to reverence his high and holy 
name; and also should persuade 
us to live lives of humility, fear, 
and prayer. 

The holiness of God lays us 
under obligation to have clean 
hands and pure hearts. Hear 
what an apostle said to his breth- 
ren; ** Ashe which hath call. 


ed you és holy, so be ye holy in 
all manner of conversation: Be. 
cause it is written, Be ye holy ; 
for Lamholy.”? \ Pet. 1.15, 16. 
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The truth of God renders it 
our duty to love truth, to buy 
it and sell it not, and tospeak the 
truth in love. This likewise 
obliges us to believe all that 
God has spoken. 

The justice of God shews us 
the reasonableness and necessity 
of our being just to our fellow- 
men, i.e. of being just on a right 
principle. 

Each of the perfections of 
Jehovah lays a proper founda- 
tion for the practice of religion. 
What God is in himself, aside 
from every other consideration, 
induces upon us the strongest 


‘obligations to glorify him with 


our bodies and spirits which are 
his. ‘* Keep my Sabbaths, and 
reverence my sanctuary: J am 
the Lord,” Lev. xix. 30. It 
is not necessary that there be 
any other reason assigned for 
our obedience, than the name of 
God. His excellence, greatness, 
and supremacy, render it proper 
for him to command, and us 
to obey. Here is the prime 
source and exalted ground of 
man’s duty. God, however, 
has been pleased to encourage his 
people in the ways of obedience, 
by making to them the most 
precious promises both for time 
and eternity. 

From the existence and per- 
fections of God and their corres- 
pondent duties, we proceed to 
the doctrine of redeeming grace. 
and the dutics resulting from it. 
The love which Christ has man- 
ifested in dying on the cross 
should constrain us to love and 
serve him. Our hearts must 
be as hard as the nether mill- 
stone not to be impressed and 
softened by the account which 
the gospel gives of the death of 
the Son of God. He died: for 
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what.? To open the way for the 
salvation of wretched, helpless 
sinners. This amazing love con. 
fers the highest obligations on 
us to love and obey, to praise 
and honor his name. Think of 
the sufferings of the Lord of glo. 
ry ; and instantly and unresery. 
edly give ;your ownselves to him, 
and consecrate all your time, 
talents, and privileges tothe pro. 
motion of his honor in the world. 

From this we pass to those 
truths, which display his love 
in the saving application of the 
benefits of his death. The doc. 
trine of the new birth teaches 
the necessity of purity of heart 
and life. We must be bor 
again, or we shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven. This doc. 
trine shews us our obligations 
to walk in newness of spirit, 
and not in the oldness of the let. 
ter. 

From the election of grace, 
some important duties arise. 
Electing love teaches the sinner 
to cast himself at the foot of the 
cross, and to give the whole 
praise to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. While it excludes all 
boasting, it binds the believer to 
the strictest and most cheerful 
obedience. 

The doctrine of adoption is 
fruitful in good works. God 
receives those who are convert- 
ed into a state of friendship with 
himself, and acknowledges them 
as members of his spiritual fam- 
ily. The children of Christ will 
sincerely and fervently desire to 
live to the praise of him who 
loved them, and called them into 
his kingdom. Love and obe- 
dience are the fruits of their 
adoption. 

The doctrine of gracious jus- 
tification teaches the importanés 
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and obligation of living in the 
denial of ungodliness, and in the 
practice of righteousness and ho. 
liness. Though some may en- 
tertain wrong and perverse views 
of this doctrine ; yet the friend 
of Christ sees and believes that 
the greater the favor received, the 
greater are his obligations to ho- 
ly obedience. 

The doctrine of perseverance 
constrains the christian to love 
and obey the law of God, and 
to run in the path of his statutes 
with great delight. The ene- 
mies of this doctrine say, that it 
countenances a careless and li- 
centious life. But they do not 
rightly understand it. The 
apostle, who had fully proved 
this doctrine, asks, Shall we con- 
tinue in sin that grace may 
abound ? And solemnly answers, 
God forbid. Rom. vi. 1. Grace 
is so far from giving the least 
indulgence, that it expressly 
forbids all sin. 

The doctrine of the future 
judgment should persuade us to 
live in a thoughtful, watchfal, 
and obedient manner. Since we 
must appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, what manner of 
persons ought we to bg imall ho- 
ly conversation and godliness ? 

The consideration of the hap- 
piness of heaven should animate 
believers to a faithful discharge 
of their several duties. The fu- 
ture misery of the wicked should 
persuade sinners to forsake their 
evil ways, and to embrace and 
practise religion. 

Thus obviously do the duties 
of christianity result from its 
doctrines. This was perfectly 
understood by the apostles, as 
will appear from a moment’s at. 
tention to the method adopted 
by them in their writings. 
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We will examine the Epistle 
to the Romans. In the eleven 
first chapters of this Epistle are 
taught the doctrines, and in the 
five last, the duties of religion. 
In those eleven chapters, the 
apostle asserted the sinfulness 
and guilt of mankind ; the im- 
possibility of being justified by 
the deeds of the law ;_ the suffi- 
cienéy of the righteousness.of 
Christ for pardon and salvation. 
The excellence of the promises 
as securing the happiness of the 
believer under various dispensa. 
tions; the foreknowledge and 
predestination of God ; his sov- 
reignty in having mercy on 
whom he will have mercy ;_ his 
unchangeable love to his people; 
and his grace as manifested in 
the whole scheme of salvation. 
From these doctrines he deduc- 
es in the twelfth chapter, this 
practical conclusion, viz. that 
the people of Christ should live 
in holy obedienceto Him, ‘*I 
beseech you, therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service.”? Chap. xii. 1. He in. 
troduces the plan of christian 
morality as the fruit and result 
of the doctrines of grace. He 
uses the illative particle, there- 
fore, to shew that this verse is 
the consequence of what he had 
previously inculcated, and that 
the obedience here enjoined re. 
sults from the doctrines which 
he had stated in the preecding 
chapters. ‘*I beseech you, there- 
fore, by the mercies of God, i.e. 
by his mercies exhibited in the 
plan of redeeming love. Ina 
glorious light, indeed, are the 
mercy and grace of God display. 
ed in the origin, the execution, 
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and the blessings of the work of 
redemption. Hence the apos- 
tle urges his brethren to perform 
the duties which grow out of 
the sublime principles of the 
christian system. 

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, 
the apostle pursues the same 
method. In the first chapter of 
this epistle, he states the funda. 
mental doctrines of the eférnal 
purpose of grace, of free and 
sovereign mercy in the forgive. 
ness and salvation of believers, 
of Christ as the foundation of 
his church, of his absolute con. 
trol over all his works, of the 
sealing of the Holy Ghost, of 
the special enlightening of his 
children, of his agency in pro. 
ducing faith in the heart, of the 
resurrection and glorious exal-. 
tation of the Divine Redeemer. 
- In the second chapter, he asserts 
the docirines of the moral death 
of sinners, of the guilty and de. 
plorable state of the unrenewed, 
of the riches of divine grace, of 
faith asthe gift of God, of the 
new birth, of Christ as the peace 
of his people, of their access to 
the Father through him, and of 
the church as the habitation of 
God through the Spirit. Many 
similar doctrines are exhibited 
in thethird chapter. From these 
doctrines, he proceeds to incul. 
cate, in the remaining part of 
the Epistle, the duties of which 
they are the foundation, ‘Thus 
he begins the fourth chapter; 
** I therefore beseech you, that 
ye' walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are cailed, with all 
lowliness, and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love; endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.”’ These 
practical directions result from 


the great principles of religion 
which he had taught in the for. 
mer part of the Epistle. The 
three last chapters are almost 
wholly employed in teaching 
and enforcing that course of 
practice which is correspondent 
with the principles of christiani. 
ty. He entreats those to whom 
he writes to speak the truth in 
love; forbids them to steal ; 
exhorts them to Jet no corrupt 
communication proceed out of 
theirmouth; commands them not 
to grieve the Holy Spirit ; calls 
upon them to put away all bit. 
terness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamor, and evil-speaking, 
with all malice, and to be kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, 
fergiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake had for. 
giventhem. He likewise exhorts 
them to abstain from fornication 
and all uncleanness, and cove. 
tousness, and filthiness, and 
foolish talking, and jesting, and 
to have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather to reprovethem. He 
also enjoins the reciprocal du. 
ties of husbands and wives, to- 
gether with the obedient conduct 
whichechifdren owe to their par- 
ents. He concludes his address 
by urging his brethren to be 
prepared for the christian war- 
fare, and to live in faith, ati 
and prayer. 

Similar also to this is the 
method which the apostle Peter 
pursues in his writings. Take 
the first chapter of his first 
Epistle. After having stated the 
foreknowledge of God, and the 
election of believers according to 
it, the certainty and perpetuity 
of the promises of God, and the 
astonishing work of re demption 
through the blood of Christ ; be 
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proceeds to exhort the disciples 
of Jesus to gird up the loins of 
their minds, to be sober, and to 
hope to the end. He likewise 
urges them as obedient children 
not to fashion themselves accord. 
ing to their former lusts, but to 
be holy in all manner of conver. 
sation. In the second chapter 
he teaches that Christ is the chief 
corner-stone of his spiritual 
building, and that, through his 
grace, his people were called out 
of darkness into his marvellous 
light. Then he thus addresses 
the followers of Christ ; Dearly 
beloved, 1 beseech you, as strang- 
ers and pilgrims, abstain from 
ileshly lusts, which war against 
ihe soul, and have your conver- 
sation honest among the gentiles, 
that whereas they speak against 
you as evil-docrs, they may by 
your good works, which they 
shail behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 

We may also remark, that in 
a variety of particular instances, 
the aposties have made a very 
easy and natural transition from 
doctrines to duties. Among 
Others we will notice 1 Pet. i. 
17, 18, 19, in which the writer 
unites the doctrines of the future 
judgment and of the atoning 
blood of Christ, as arguments to 
persuade his brethren to pass 
the time of their sojourning in 
fear and holygliving. 
the propriety and obligation of 
their walking in godly fear and 
cheerful obedience, from the high 
sources of those two important 
principles of christianity. In 
1 Cor. vi. 20, Paul says to be- 
lievers; ‘*Ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and your spirit, 
Which are God’s.’”? As the for- 
giveness of their sins and the 


He infers ' 
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salvation of their souls were 
bought by the blood of the Son 
of God; so they were under 
indispensable obligations to hon- 
or his holy name by pure exer- 
cises of heart and obedient ac- 
tions of life. The last part of 
the 15th chapter of the 1 Ep. to 
the Corinthians goes directly to 
support our proposition, Here 
the apostle proves the future, 
glorious resurrection of the 
friends of Christ. Through 
him they would receive a com- 
plete and joyful triumph over 
death and the grave. Asa con. 
sequence, of all this, he says, 
‘¢ Therefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.’”? Their labor 
would not be in vain in Christ; 
because they would, by his grace, 
be supported through it, and at 
last be blessed with a crown of 
immortal glory. Thus the du- 
tics of religion grow out of its 
doctrines. 

The rcasoning adopted in those 
parts of the apostolic writings 
which we have considered, is 
luminous, correct, and conclu- 
sive. The system of christian 
morals is deduced from its genu- 
ine source, by the most fair and 
logical process. The reasoning 
is not carried on through dark 
and winding labyrinths ;_ but is 
so plain and forcible that it ma 
be easily traced and strongly felt 
by every honest man of common 
sense. By carefully reading, in 
course, the Epistles which have 
been under consideration, we 
Shall discern the indissolub!e 


connexion between the doctrinal 
and practical instructions con. 
tained in them ; and beeause they 
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are formed, in so regular a meth. 
od. into a complete system, we 
shall the more strongly feel their 
united force. These Epistles 
bear the obvious.marks that they 
were written by workmen who 
were able rightly to divide the 
word of truth, to. arrange it in 
proper order, to trace its close 
and beautiful connexion, and to 
give to every one a portion in 
season. Being thus skilfully and 
ably written, they come with the 
greater power to the minds and 
consciences of those who read 
them. Every sincere aud prayer- 
ful reader will feel the weight of 
the arguments, and perceive the 
correctness and conclusiveness 
of the reasoning there urged and 
pursued, The infidel is refuted 
and overthrown, while the chris- 
tian is edified and strengthened. 
Of Paul it was justly said ; Lis 
letters are wetghty and power- 


ful. 2 Cor. x. 10. 


From the view we have taken 
of this subject, we learn the im- 
portance of rightly understand- 
ing the principles of religion. 
Without a correct knowledge of 
these, we shall not clearly dis- 
cern nor spiritually perform the 
duties of the christian life. They 
who deny any of the main doc- 
trines of the Bible, so far weak- 
en the force of its precepts. 
Were it possible for men to set 
aside the principles of christian- 
ity, they would, in the same pro- 
portion, lessen the necessity of 
its duties and diminish our obli- 
gations to obedience. If you 
undermine and destroy the foun- 
dation of a building, the super- 
structure will, of course, fall. 
But while its basis is firm and 
strong, it cannot be beaten 
down by storms and tempests. 
Nor is he who by grace, is 


grounded on the doctrines of 
christianity, driven from his du. 
ty by storms of adversity and 
waves of temptation. His soul] 
is established on the Rock of 
Ages. Paul directs Titus to 
speak those things which become 
sound doctrine. Then he speci- 
fies those duties of the aged and 
of the young which are agreeable 
and consonant to the pure prin. 
ciples of our holy religion, 
Sound doctrine is at once the 
foundation, and the rule of the 
duties which are enjoined in the 
word of God. They who are 
the strictest in their doctrinal 
sentiments, with faith in the 
heart, are the strictest in their 
obedience. They who are lax 
in their sentiments may be sup. 
posed to be lax in their conduct. 
They have not the seed of grace, 
nor the root of obedience in their 
souls. They have nothing to 
secure a good life. But those 
who cordially receive the doc- 
trines of grace, will bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, and 
walk worthy of the Lord unto 


all pleasing. D. F. D. 





CONCERN FOR THE SALVATION 
OF THE HEATHEN. 


Is it possible that eighteen 
centuries have elapsed since the 
death of Christ, and yet whole 
nations are still involved in pa- 
gan darkness? Is it possible that, 
at the present moment, five hun- 
dred millions of men have never 
heard of the name of Jesus ? 

Whither has fled the spirit of 
apostolic days? Where is that ar- 
dent love, which, in the strength 
of the Lord, delivered thous- 
ands from the darkness of Sa- 
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tan’s kingdom, prostrated before 
the cross the idols of the heathen 
world, aiid sounded the glorious 
tidings of salvation through eve- 
ry clime? Weep, O my soul, 
over the faded glory of the chris. 
tian name. Weep over the for- 
lorn state of the poor heathen. 

Christian, when you see your 
acquaintance believing in Jesus ; 
when you hear of revivals of re. 
ligion in neighboring towns, and 
in distant parts of the land, you 
would fain think that the whole 
world is blessed with the gospel. 
But fact must dispel the fond 
delusion. Within what narrow 
limits, is the religion of Jesus 
confined ! What are the inhabi- 
tants of this country in compar- 
ison of one nation of a hundred 
millions, and another of three 
hundred millions ? What are the 
American and British territories, 
in comparison of the extensive 
and populous territories of Afri- 
caand Asia? 

Christian, the inhabitants of 
the greater part of the world, 
know not a Bible, a sabbath, or 
achurch. Ignorant of the only 
way of life, and neglected by 
their brethren of the same blood, 
who only can impart the neces- 
sary knowledge, wretched, friend. 
less, they pass their days in gress 
idolatry, and descend into the 
tomb without aray of hope to 
gild the dreary passage. The 
parent immolates the child to ap- 
pease the wrath of an imaginary 
god. The child abandons the 
aged, decrepit parent to suffer 
with hunger, or fall a prey to 
the ravenous beast. ‘The widow 
ascends the funeral pile, and of- 
fers herself a burning victim with 
the body of her departed hus- 
band. One generation passes 
away after another to people the 
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dark realms of wo. Immortal 
souls launch into an eternity, of 
which they were not informed, 
and for which they were entirely 
unprepared. The never-dying 
worm gnaws the anguished spirit, 
and the unquenchable fire burns 
in their eternal home. 

The Son of God died to de- 
liver mankind from this dreadful 
fate, and at his ascension to heav- 
en, left a solemn charge to all 
his followers to proclaim his 
love to the whole world. ‘*‘Go 
into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.”’ 
Blessed Savior, how much love 
was manifested in every part of 
thy divine mission. What an 
earnest desire in this final com- 
mand, that the benefits of thy 
atonement might be universally 
enjoyed. 

How do christians discharge 
the trust committed to them? 
How do they obey their Master’s 
gracious injunction? They let 
three fourths of the world sleep 
the sleep of death, ignorant of 
the simple truth, that a Savior 
has died for them, Content if 
they can be useful in the little 
circle of their acquaintance, they 
quietly sit and see whole nations 
perishing for lack of knowledge. 
Many are secking worldly wealth 
and worldly applause, under the 
specious pretext of serving 
Christ at home; and many are 
content to drag out an inactive, 
useless life in carnal ease and 
gratification, while darkness and 
the shadow of death overspreads 
the greater part of their fellow 
men. Is the subject of missions 


proposed? many are ready to 

cry out, enthusiastic, visionary 

scheme! And was it visionary 

for the Son of God to come into 

this world, the ~— MIS. 
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SIONARY? Was it visionary 
for the apostles to leave’ their 
eountry, and go through the 
world in the character of més- 
sionaries 2 No. It ts the GRAND 
puty of christians, and ought 
to be the GRAND BUSINESS of 
their lives, TO PROMULGATE THE 
GOSPEL. Since, then, we have 
but a few days to spend in this 
world—a few days in which we 
can show our loveto Christ and 
immortal souls; let it be the 
earnest inquiry of our hearts, 
What shalt we do for the poor 
heathen. 

Young men, whose souls are 
fired with divine love, forsake 
your friends and native land. 
Forsake all for Christ. Go 
into the destitute regions of the 
earth and spend your days in 
winning souls from pagan dark. 
ness to your dear Savior. 

Parents, give up your sons to 
this glorious work. Part with 
them to meet no more in this 
world ; but in expectation of a 
glorious meeting amidst the con- 
gratulations of thousands saved 
by their preaching from a heath- 
en land, Christians, sleep no 
more. Awake, arise, and unite 
in this all important work. 
Methinks the call is heard. The 
christian world és rising. See. 
The negro slave raises his chain- 
ed arm; a tear rolls down his 
sable cheek, and le blesses God, 
who brought him to ** America 
land.” The tawny Hindoo, 
weeping, says to the European, 
¢* you cannot talk our language; 
but we see, that all our hearts 
are one.”? The Japanese calls 
to the native of the polar circle, 
‘¢Jtis Jesus Christ that makes 
us all brothers and sisters.”” The 
song of praise ascends from all 
parts oftheearth, Angels catch 
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‘the notes, and tune anew their 


**harps of gold.” ‘* Glory to 
God in the highest; and op 
earth peace; good will toward 
men.”’ 

Christian, is itso? Go to your 
closet ; fall on your knees ; and, 
if never before, pray for the poor 
heathen. Pray for the few, who 
have left all to carry them the 
news of a Savior. Pray that 
more missionaries may be sent 
forth. And whenever you hare 
a view of Jesus, and have been 
weeping over the scene of his dy. 
ing love; whenever your souls 
are melted into pious tenderness 
and turned to heavenly joys, Oh, 
forget not to pray for the poor 
heathen. 


ORIGINAL LETTER OF DR. WATTi 
TO MRS. SEWALL OF BOSTON. 


Newburyport, April 2d, 1810. 


Sras, If yen think the following extract 
is worth preserving, please to let it 
have a place in the Panoplist and Mis- 
sionary Magazine, which will gratify 
constant reader of that useful publica- 
tion. 


Dr. Cotron MATHER wasny 
yearly correspondent and I /a. 
ment the loss of him ; but, the 
loss you have sustained is of a 
tenderer and more distressing 
kind, yet let us see whether there 
are not sufficient springs of con- 
solation flowing all around you 
to allay the smart of so sharp4 
sorrow ; and may the Lord open 
your eyes, as he did the eyes of 
Hagar in the wilderness to espy 
the spring of water, when she 
was dying with thirst, and the 
child over against her ready to 
expire. Have you lost two love- 
ly children? Did you make them 
your idols? If you did, God 
has saved you from idolatry: 
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If you did not, you have your 
God still, and acreature cannot 
be miserable who has a God. 
The little words my God, have 
infinitely more sweetness than 
my son, Or, my daughter. Were 
they very desirable blessings ? 
Your God cajJs you then to the 
nobler sacrifice. Can you give 
up these to him at his call? God 
delights in such a sacrifice. Were 
they yourali? So was Isaac, 
when Abraham was required to 
part with him at God’s call. 
Are you not a daughter of Abra- 
ham ? Then imitate his faith, 
his self-denial, his obedience, 
and make your evidences of such 
a spiritual reijation to him shine 
brighter on this solemn occasion. 
Has God taken them from your 
arms ? Had you not devoted 
them to him ? Shew then, madam, 
the sincerity of your heart in 
leaving them in the hand of God. 
Do you say they are lost ? Not 
out of God’s sight and God’s 
world, though they are gone out of 
your sight and our world. Ali 
live to God. Youmay hope the 
spreading covenant of grace has 
Sheltered them from the second 
death. They live, though not 
with you. Are you ready to 
complain that you have brought 
forth for the grave? It may 
beso, but notin vain. They 
shall not labor in vain nor bring 
forth for trouble, (i. e. for sor- 
row without hope) for they are 
the seed of the blessed of the 
Lord and their offspring with 
them. This has been a sweet 
text to many a mother, when 
their children are called away 
betimes. And the prophet Jer- 
emiah has very comforting words 
to allay the same sorrows, Chap. 
Xxxi. 15—17. Did you please 


yourself in what comfort you 
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might have derived from them in 
maturer years? But, madam, do 
you consider sufficiently that 
God has taken them away from 
the evil to come and hid them in 
the grave, from the prevailing 
and mischievous temptations of 
a degenerate age. My brother’s 
wife in London has buried seven 
or eight children, and among 
them, allher sons. This thought 
has reconciled her to the provi- 
dence of God, that the tempta.- 
tions of young men in this age, 
are so exceeding great,and she has 
seen so many young gentlemen 
of her acquaintance so shameful. 
ly degenerate, that she wipes her 
tears for the sons she has buried, 
and composes her mind to pa- 
tience and thankfulness, with 
one only daughter remaining. 
Perhaps God has by this stroke 
prevented a thousand unknown 
Sorrows. Are your sons dead ? 
But are all your mercies dead 
too? A worthy husband is a 
living comfort (and may God 
preserve and restore him to you 
with joy.) Food, and raiment, 
and safety, peace, and liberty of 
religion, access to the mercy- 
seat, and hope of heaven: all 
these are daily matters of thank. 
fulness. Good madam, let not 
one sorrow bury themall. Show 
that you are a christian, by 
making it appear that religion 
has supports in it which the 
world dves not know. What 
can a poor worldling do, but 
mourn over earthly blessings de. 
parted, and go down with them 
comfortless to the grave. But 
methinks a christian should lift 
up the head as partaking of high. 
er hopes. May the blessed Spirit 
be your comforter. Endeav- 
or, madam, to employ yourself 
continually, lest a solitary and 
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inactive frame of mind tempt 
you to set brooding over your 
sorrows and nurse them to a 
dangerous size. Turn your 
thoughts often to the brighter 
scenes of heaven and the resurrec- 
tion. 

You know madam the great 
and blessed God had but one 
son and he gave him up a sacri- 
fice and devoted him to a bloody 
death, out of love to such sin- 
ners as you and [. Can you 
shew your gratitude to God in 
a more acceptabie manner, than 
by willingly resigning your two 
sons at the call of his providence? 
This act of willing resignation 
turns a painful affliction intua 
holy sacrifice. Are the two dear- 
est things torn from the heart 
of a mother? Then you may 
ever sit so much the looser to 
this world, and you have the 
fewer dangerous attachments to 
this life. ’Tis a happiness fora 
christian not to have the heart 
strings tied too fast toany thing 
beneath God and heaven. Hap- 
py the soul who is ready to re- 
move at the divine summons. 
The fewer engagements we have 
on earth, the more we may live 
above, and have our thoughts 
fixed on things more divine and 
heavenly, may this painful stroke 
be thus sanctified and lead you 
nearer to God.—Forgive the 
freedom of a stranger, madam, 
who desires to be the humble and 
faithful servant of Christ and 
souls. ISAAC WATTS. 


Mrs. SEwAut of Boston. 


London, Nov. 7, 1728. 





LETTER TO A SISTER, 


April, 1810. 
Ir would give me much pleas- 
ure, my dear Sarah, to write to 
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you oftener than I do, but oth. 
er pressing duties forbid it. J] 
should feel more anxious to 
write, did I not know that your 
religious advantages were now 
very great. When I think of 
the place where you tive, I am 
ready to think myself in a dry 
and thirsty land where no water 
is. Yet even here, God is do. 
ing something for Zion. Some 
are borne down under a sense of 
their sins, and some are rejoic. 
ing in the Savior of sinners. But 
why, my dear sister, why do] 
write this news to you ? Zion’s 
interests do not He near your 
heart. You have no part nor 
lot inthis matter. What though 
thousands of poor, wretched, 
starving sinners are flocking to 
Jesus, the friend of sinners: you 
are unconcerned, not knowing 
that youare indeed friendless,and 
helpless. Like the heath in the 
desert, you know not when good 
cometh ; like the dry bones in 
the valley, to which ministers 
may prophecy; but in vain, 
till that almighty voice, which 
called Lazarus from the tomb, 
call them also from the dead. 
O how dreadful to live ina 
Jand of divine influences, and re- 
main unmoved : to stand by the 
side of others, who have God 
for their portion, while we have 
nothing ; no God, no arm on 
which we may lean; to be in 
the same house with those whose 
eyes are fixed on heaven, while 
we can see nothing before us but 
the darkness of the grave upon 
which no light will ever rise, 
or the still more dreadful dark- 
ness of the infernal abyss; to 
be in the same bed with one 
whose heart swells with the 
cheering hope of eternal bless- 
edness, while we have no ex- 
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pectation beyond the present 
life but that of eternal wo! Yes, 
O my sister, two shall be in one 
bed; one shall be taken, and 


the other left. You are asleep, 
while many others are awake. 
You are dead, while many are 
alive. Awake thou that sleep- 
est, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light. 
No longer stay out of the king- 
dom, while others are pressing into 
it. No longer be satisfied with 
earth, while heaven is to be ob- 
tained, Shall this perishing earth, 
which God gave us only to lodge 
in for a night, be chosen for our 
lasting abode ; and that too in 
view of the certainty of univer- 
sal death. Shali the Son of God 
descend from heaven to die for 
you; and will you not regard 
him? What must be the doom 
of those, who, fearless of the ter- 
rors of the law, and regardless 
of the invitations of the gospel, 
wade through the blood of Christ 
to destruction. O my dear Sa- 
rah, be anxious to obtain the 
purchased salvation. Be en- 
gaged to secure an unfading 
crown. Lay down the weapons 
of your rebellion, repent of 
your sins, and by faith, rest 
ov a crucified Savior. Precious 
Savior! A Savior from sin, and 
from death. Make him your 
own. Enter into this chamber, 
and shut the door, before the 
storm of divine wrath come. 

My soul longs for your sal- 
vation. But when I remember 
your advantages ; that you have 
lived where the Spirit of God 
has been poured out, have been 
the child of prayer, have had 
line upon line, and precept 
upon precept; my heart trem- 
bles with fear for you. When 
1 ask myself; Can this dead 
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sinner live? My trembling heart 
responds, O Lord God, thou 


knowest. Breathe upon this 
slain. 
Believe me, dear § ; 





you share in the kind- 


est wishes of my heart. 
S. T. H. 


re 


A DIALOGUE ON UNIVERSAL 
SALVATION. 


Minister. Good morning, 
neighbor Roberts, I am glad to 
see you, for I wish to converse 
with you upon the subject of 
my sermon yesterday. 

Roberts. Good morning, Sir, 
I indeed had the curiosity to go 
and hear you preach yesterday, 
a thing I do not often do, for I 
am more attached to a different 
system of doctrine. 

M. Sol supposed, and it is 
on that very account, that I 
wish to see you! I know the 
kindness and _ benevolence of 
your disposition, and it aston- 
ishes me, that you can believe 
the gloomy doctrines of Cal. 
vinism, which chill me with hor. 
ror. 

R. You will not find me an 
experienced disputant; but I 
am ready to state to you and de- 
fend the articles of my belief as 
well as I am able; and if, as 
I think, truth is on my side, it 
need not shrink from scrutiny. 
You call the doctrines of Cal- 
vinism gloomy. What if I should 
call your doctrines pernicious 
and ruinous to thesoul? Would 
you not remind me, that assertion 
ought to pass for nothing unless 
attended with proof? Let us not 
then deal in bare assertions nor 
call each other names, but en. 
deavor to come at the truth. 
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M. This is what I want. 
Well then; you heard me ex. 
pound the words, God is not 
willing that any should per- 
ish, but that all should come to 
repentance.* If the Almighty 
wills, that all should come to 
repentance, will not this most 
certainly be the event ? 

R. Thatis true ; but do you 
understand the meaning of the 
word in this place ? 

M. That is the way with you 
then, is it?) When a word in its 
obvious import, comes directly 
against your doctrine, then you 
must give it anew meaning! This 
is fine business indeed ! 

R. Let us took into this 
matter. What do you suppose 
is meant by the term adi in the 
verse you preached upon? 

M. I suppose it means all 
mankind without exception and 
without distinction ; for this is 
its plain meaning. 

R. So that the ungodly are 
included in it as well as the 
godly ? 

M. Undoubtedly. 

R. What then is the mean. 
ing in the second verse before 
this, of the perdition of ungodly 
men, which is most expressly 
asserted? Does it mean, that 
they shall be saved ? 

M. Why, as to that—it does 
not mean it exactly—it means, 
that. they shall be punished for a 
time. 

R. Perdition means punish- 
ment for atime! But do you 
think, that God wills this pun- 
ishment for a time 2 

M. Yes, most certainly, for it 
is one of the methods of his love, 
it is discipline preparatory to sal- 
vaticn ? 

R. But have you not just 


* 2 Pet. iii. 9. 


said, that God does not will that 
any should perish, or suffer 
perdition, (for my minister, 
who knows Greek, tells me that 
these words are derived from the 
same root, and denote the same 
thing) and now you say, he does 
well, that the ungodly should 
perish, or be punished for a 
time ? Here you are _ point 
blank against yourself ! 

M. What I intended was, 
that God does not will the eter. 
nal damnation of any individual, 

R. But he does will the 
perdition of the ungodly, for he 
will punish them, and he does 
not will that any should perish; 
and perditien and to perish have 
precisely the same meaning, just 
as in English, destruction and to 
be destroyed are the same. Here 
is will against will! He wills a 
thing and he does not wiil it ! 

M. ‘That can’t be indeed. 
It must be, that he does not will 
the thing in the same sense in 
both cases. 

R. Pray what difference can 
you make out? 

M. Difference enough, as I 
will show you. When it is said, 
God wills to punish the ungodly, 
that only expresses the certainly 
of the event ; but when he wills 
that none shall be punished, it 
means they shall not be damned. 

R. Dear sir, you have shown 
no difference in the use of the 
word, for according to your ex- 
planation a certainty is implied 
in both instances. Indeed you 
cannot show any difference, 
while you retain your unscrip- 
tural scheme, and yet you are 
forced to admit a difference. I 
might retort upon you your own 
language, ** This is the way 
with you, is it?” &c. But 
perhaps you will be ready to 
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hear my explanation—God is not 
willing that any should perish— 
the apostle was writing to those, 
who had obtained like precious 
faith with himself. Towards 
them (to us ward) God is long 
suffering, not willing, not deter. 
mining, that any of them should 
perish, but that all of them 
should come to repentance, or 
to that perfect change of charac- 
ter, which is necessary to salva. 
tion. Thus I am even content 
to use the word wé// in its plain 
obvious meaning. 

M. You have indeed got me 
at some disadvantage ; but I 
shall soon extricate myself, or 
bring you into as great difficulty. 
In your exposition you restrict 
the word ail to the righteous. 

R. So I do indeed, but is not 
every word to be restricted ac- 
cording to the connexion, in 
which it is used? Suppose ten 
universal ministers were here 
present, and I should inquire 
whether they agreed in senti- 
ment, and you should say, 
“© Yes, all fully believe the doc- 
trine of restoration’’—Must I 
think you meant, that al/ man- 
kind believed that doctrine? If 
not why must we suppose the 
apostle Peter, who was speaking 
to and of his beloved brethren in 
Christ Jesus, to have meant by 
the word ali the whole human 
race? 

M. Let this verse then be 
taken from me, but I have 
another one, which will puzzle 
you—For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who will have all men 
to be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.* What 
say you to this? 


* 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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R. I have often considered 
that passage, and it does not 
stumble me. My minister has 
frequently told me, that though 
the word wé// occurs here in our 
Bible as it does in the passage 
you before quoted, yet that in 
the Greek the words are differ. 
ent, and have a difference of im- 
port. The Greek word trans. 
lated will,in this last place, does 
not mean determination,as in the 
former place, but merely the di- 
vine pleasure or permission. So it 
is used 1 Cor. iv. 19, where Paul 
declares his resolution to visit 
his brethren, if the Lord will. 
Thas then, when God will have 
all men to be saved, the meaning 
is, that it is his command, or 
else that he has made adequate 
provision ; for in these ways 
only can his pleasure be known 
in this world. ‘That the ever. 
lasting salvation of all men is 
not here intended is confirmed 
by the declaration in the same 
epistle, that certain men are 
drowned in destruction and per. 
dition. , 

M. But may not the word 
will mean desire in this place ? 

R. Suppose that it should, as 
is very possible, yet what do you 
understand by destre, when ap. 
plied to Him, who is susceptibie 
of no want, and whose knowl. 
edge or happiness cannot be in- 
creased? It must be used in con- 
descension to human weakness ; 
it must be applied to God mere. 
ly because his dealings towards 
us are such, as among men would 
indicate the existence of desire, 
merely because he gives us the 
means of salvation, and requires 
us to receive the truth. 

M. You must be wrong, in. 
deed you must be wrong; for 
in the next verse but one Jesus 
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Christ is said to have given him- 
self a ransom for ail to be tes- 
tified in due time. This is anoth- 
er decisive proof of my doctrine. 

R. Not quite so fast, rever- 
end Sir; for if you take the 
words as they now stand, they 
amount only to this, that. in 
proper season tt will be testified 
that Christ died for all; which 


is no more than saying thatit will | 


appear that he is the propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world, 
for Gentiles as well as Jews; that 
his death made atonement suffi- 
cient for all. That this is the 
meaning appears from the pre- 
ceding verse, where Christ is 
said to be a ** Mediator between 
God and man,”’ and from the 
following verse, in which Paul 
says he was ordained a preacher 
to ¢estify to that great truth— 
‘¢a teacher of the Gentiles.” 
He was to declare to them, as 
well as to the Jews, the glad ti- 
dings of pardon to the penitent 
and believing through Jesus 
Christ. 

M. I see you are ready at 
explanation; but you intimated 
that the words were not translat- 
ed correctly, for you said ‘*‘ as 
they now stand.” 

R. I don’t know for myself, 
but my minister tells me, that 
to be testified in due time is in 
the Greek precisely this,the tes- 
(imony in proper season, so that 
as there is no verb ia the place, 
it may refer to past time with as 
much propriety as to the future, 
and perhaps with more proprie- 
ty ; for the apostle was writing 
30 or 40 years after the death of 
Jesus Christ, and when he said 
that he died for all, that he ex. 
pired on the cross to make atone. 
ment for Gentiles as well as Jews, 
it would be more natural for him 


to add the testimony or proof of 
this was given at the proper 
time, that is soon after his death, 
than to say, this fact shall here. 
after he proved. The former 
must be his meaning, for he was 
writing to Timothy then in a 
heathen country, where he had 
made many converts. 

M. But let us take our Bi. 
ble as we find it, and not have 
recourse to the Greek, which so 
few know and which may be 
differently understood. 

R. Iam content if you will 
will take the strain of the Scrip. 
tures, for that is against you; 
but if you build on single, de. 
tached passages, then it is right 
to examine into the original lan. 
guages. 

M. But perhaps your minis. 
ter may mislead you; it is on 
man, that you rest your faith. 

R. Do we not rest on men, 
when we take king James’ Eng. 
lish Bible. Besides I only tell 
you the plain fact, that in the 
Greek it is not to be testified, 
but the noun testimony occurs 
without any verb; now what 
verb should be supplied whether 
was, is, or will be, must depend 
on the connexion and sense. You 
sometimes look into Greek, I 
am told, please to examine your 
Greek Test.ment. 

M. Here we have it—truly 
just as you said. But I will 
bring you another verse, which 
I think you will not be able to 
escape—Rom. v. 18. There- 
fore as by the offence of one man 
judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation, even so by the 
righteousness of one the free gift 
came upon ail men unto justifi- 


cation of life. Here is universal 


salvation clear as the light ; for 
if all were exposed to eternal 
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damnation by the sin of Adam, 
all will be saved by Jesus Christ. 

R. That is not said; and as 
to the verse you quote, it is a- 
gainst you ; for the free gift, it 
is said, came upon men, not wll 
come at the period of restoration. 

M., That is a circumstance [ 
never thought of before—the 
gift already bestowed—what can 
this mean ?—Excellent! here is 
the Greek, and the word came is 
not to be found, and so I may 
put it wild come, if the sense will 
bear it. 

R. Very well—you must be 
correct ; but what say you now 
about confining yourself to your 
English Bible? 

M. Why, there is no harm 
in a little Greek, and as it will 
help me as well as you, lam con- 
tent to use it. 

R. Let us return to the pas- 
sage—the question comes, what 
is the meaning of judgment and 
free gift 2 Do they relate to the 
death and resurrection of the 
body, to the liability to sin and 
the promise of pardon? or to 
the actual condemnation of all 
men as sinners to everlasting pun- 
ishment and the removal of this 
sentence and the salvation of 
all ? 

M. To the latter it must re- 
fer without doubt. 

R. Then you must admit, 
that the sentence of punishment 
once passed upon all by a holy 
(rod, was perfectly just. 

M. Yes, but then his mercy 
was evinced by remitting it. 

R. As it would be just to 
punish for ever, as it would beno 
impeachment of divine holiness, 
we must look only to revelation 
to find evidence of the final res- 
toration of men. 

M. I admit it, and I have 
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brought you a passage of scrip. 
ture. 

R. That passage I admit is 
a difficult one. It is disputed 
by different persons whether all 
men means literally all mankind, 
and whether the judgment is 
temporal or eternal death, ana 
whether the gift has already 
come or is yet future; but what. 
ever be the right explanation, I 
think I can show it does not sup. 
port your doctrine. 

M. If you will do that you 
will do enotgh; for the point 
before us is universal salvation. 

R. Now, then, attend tomy 
argument. In the 9th verse, 
Paul speaks of being already 
justified by the blood of Uhrist, 
and of the consequence, namely, 
being saved from wraith; so 
that it is plain those, who will 
suffer any future punishment, 
who experience wrath, are not 
justified, are not those, who at- 
tain ‘* justification unto life.” 

M. What would you infer 
from this ? | 

R. Nothing more than, that 
you were wrong in your inter. 
pretation, and in substituting the 
future for the past, will come 
for came. 

M. Let it be, if you will, that 
the free gift has already” eome 
upon men. 

R. You then abandon the 
passage, for in this way it makes 
nothing in your favor, since if it 
relates to something present it 
cannot relate to future restora. 
tion. 

M. Be pleased to tell me, 
what you understand by this 
verse. 

R. I am attempting to prove 
what it does not mean. Howev- 
er, [ am ready to give you my 


interpretation. In the preced- 
3X 
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ing verse, a particular class of 
men, it is said, will reignin life, 
namely, those who ‘* receive, 
(and not reject) the abundance 
of grace,”? &c. Now these must 
be true believers. The apostle 
immediately infers in the verse, 
which you adduced, that as the 
judgment came by Adam upon 
all men; so the free gift or the 
promise of pardon, is come to 
all men unto justification of life, 
that is in order that those, who 
receive the gospel, may reign 
unto life. 

M. I am not content with 
your explanation ; there is a di- 
rect antithesis, and the gift is as 
wide as the judgment. 

R. Sosay I also; but then 
you must remember, that by the 
17th verse, this gift is to be re- 
ceived, so it can only mean the 
blessed promises, or proposals of 
the gospel, which are made to 
all. What other text can you 
bring for your doctrine? 

M. One, which is an irresist- 
ible argument for the salvation 
of the whole human race: Eph. 
i. 10. where it is said, that ad/ 
things in heaven and earth shall 
be gathered together in Uhrist. 

R. Be pleased to look into 
the Greek Testament, and tell me 
the pgecise meaning of the verb, 


which is translated gather to- 


gether. 

M. It means to bring to- 
gether under one head. 

R. If so, will it follow, that 
because all things are to be sub. 
jected to the authority of Christ, 
because He is to be the head over 
all, that all men will be saved ? 
Besides, the words all things 
may as well be restricted to be- 
lievers, as be considered as ex- 
tending to universal existence. 
When it is said, that all men 


came to Christ, John iii. 96. 
the word must necessarily be re. 
stricted. 

M. J will bring you a sini. 
lar passage, and I suppose yoy 
will explain it the same. way, 
Col. i. 20. By him to reconcile 
all things unto himself. 

R. Undoubtedly it wust be 
understood in some qualified 
sense ; for you will not suppose 
that every created being, irra. 
tional as well as rational, were 
to be reconciled to Christ, in the 
same’sense that believers are, Ip 
the case of the holy angels there 
was no occasion for such a re. 
conciliation ; and in regard to 
irrational ‘* things,’’ the idea of 
such a reconciliation is utterly 
absurd. 

M. What say you to 1 Cor, 
xv. 22. As in Adam all die, s 
in Christ shall all be made «. 
live. 

R. Read the whole chapter, 
and you will have no doubt but 
that it relates solely to the death 
and resurrection of the body. 
Be pleased to produce your oth. 
er proofs of the doctrine, which 
you support, and which you 
think so much more worthy of 
our belief than the gloomy doc- 
trines of Calvinism. 

M._ 1 can produce other pas- 
sages, but as you find means of 
avoiding the stronger, 1 do not 
think it necessary to bring for- 
ward the weaker. But don't 
you know, my good friend, that 
the scripture is rather a perplex- 
ed book ; that is, it seems to 
support different doctrines, and 
therefore to find out the truth 
we must have recourse to our 
own reason. When a doctrine 
seems reasonable, then we may 
admit it. 

R. So you would reject 4 
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lain text, if your poor reason 
did not like the doctrine ? 

M. No, no. Bat the doc- 
trine of punishment and salva- 
tion is involved in clouds, and so 
I will follow reason. 

R. The scripture, sir, and 
the scripture alone must be our 
guide. Ifa passage has a plain 
meaning, especially if it matches 
with the scope of the book, we 
must admitit, though our reason 
should not approve of it. Now 
[am going in my turn to bring 
passages against universal salva. 
tion, and if you prefer scripture 
to your reason, I think you will 
be convinced, that you are in 
error. 

M. Please tostop a moment. 
Why should you wish to prove 
the most horrible doctrine in the 
world? Where is your benevo- 
lence ? 

R. Truth is trath, whether 
we believe it or not, and I am 
only going to show you the plain 
truth of scripture. To vindi- 
cate this truth and to persuade 
men to receive it, is the highest 
act of benevolence; for it is 
bringing men into a resemblance 
to God, the Father of goodness. 

M. Do you then think it 
possible, that any should finally 
be subjected to never ending 
wrath 2? Consider that God is 
infinitely benevolent, and must 
therefore will the happiness of 
all; that he is infinitely wise, 
and therefore must find ways 
and means for saving all; that 
he is infinitely powerful, and 
therefore is able to accomplish 
all his designs. Now is not this 
an unanswerable demonstration, 
that the whole human race, even 
the wicked, and devils too, must 
in the end be saved ? 
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R. I will give you a demon- 
stration equally good. When 
you had the rheumatism last win- 
ter, did you suffer any pain ? 

M. Pain 2 Yes, indeed, pain 
the most exquisite. 

R. That is impossible. 

M. Impossible 2 Why, sir, do 
you doubt my word? 

R. Yes, I must doubt some 
of your words, for they do not 
hang together. Is not God per- 
fectly benevolent? Must he not 
then design the perfect happiness 
of all creatures ? And are not his 
wisdom and power infinite ? 
How then could you ever suffer 
pain? 

M. But—but these pains were 
disciplinary, and designed for my 
good. 

R. You do not come te the 
point. God must have designed 
your perfect happiness, to the 
entire exclusion of suffering. 

M. ‘That can’t be, for I do 
suffer. ' 

R. Can he then be perfectly 
benevolent ? 

M. Yes, for greater good may 
thus be produced by these par- 
tial evils, which [ endure. Be. 
nevolence seeks the highest good, 
and suffering is the means to 
this end. 

RK. But how is suffering ne. 
cessary ? 

M. I do not know; but it 
is so, for it exists, and infinite 
wisdom has appointed it. 

R. What then has become of 
your unanswerable demonstra- 
tion 2 Suppose I should say, as 
is undoubtedly true, that infinite 
wisdom sees that the everlasting 
suffering of some sinful men will 
conducetothe greater good of the 
whole ? 
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M. I should reply, there 
was a defect of benevolence, 
which requires that the good of 
every individual should be 
sought. 

R. That is what you do not 
know, and can never prove. 
You admit that infinite benevo- 
lence is consistent with some suf. 
fering ; and it may be consistent 
with perpetual suffering ; if un- 
erring Wisdom should see, that 
greater good would thus be pro. 
duced. Will you, who cannot 
see the necessity or propricty of 
partial suffering, pretend to 
measure the wisdom of God, and 
boldly declare that the appoint- 
ment of endless punishment may 
not the most effectually subserve 
the purposes of benevolence ? 
Can you travel over the whole 
kingdom of God, in the regions 


of unbounded space, and discern 
all the relations of created be. 
ings, all the possible effects of 
the punishment of the wicked in 
illustrating the justice of the — 
Most High, and in displaying - 
his benignity to the righteous ? 

M. Bat my reason cannot ad- 
mit the horrible doctrine you 
believe. 

R. Your reason and my rea. 
son, are but as the drop of the 
bucket in comparison with the 
wisdom of God. We know 
nothing but what he permits us 
to know. What he teaches us 
in his word must be true—his 
declarations are the strongest 
reasons in the world for the truth 
of any doctrine. 

M. Bring forward then the 
passages on which you rely. 

(To be continued.) 








SELECTIONS. 


A FRAGMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Pampuitus was born at Bery- 
tus about the year 294. Having 
made some progress in literature 
in his native city, he went to 
Alexandria to complete his stud- 
ies ; from thence he removed to 
Cesarea where he resided the 
greatest part of his life, which 
of consequence was the princi- 
pal witness of his glorious career. 
He had not dwelt long at Cesa- 
rea before his piety and christian 
virtues shone so vigorously, as 
to lead the church of that place 
to elect him one of its presbyters. 
Here it was that he formed that 
intimate friendship with Kusebi- 
us, the Ecclesiastical Historian, 


which ran parallel with life, aud 
which caused them to concen. 
trate their forces in opposing the 
blind superstition of paganism, 
and in disseminating the knowl- 
edge of christianity throughout 
the sphere of their exertion. 
One interesting part of the 
character of Pamphilus undoubt- 
edly consisted in his attachments 
to biblical literature. Of this we 
lrave several valid testimonies ; 
‘ Pamphilus had,’ says Jerome, 
‘such an afiection for a divine 
(or ecclesiastical) library, that he 
wrote out with his own hand the 
greatest part of Origen’s works, 
which are still in the library of 
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Cesarca; and besides | have met,’ 
adds he, * with twenty-five vol- 
umes of Origen’s Commentaries 
upon the Prophets, in his own 
hand-writing, which I value and 
keep as though I had the riches 
of Croesus.’ The same writer 
quotes Eusebius, as saying That 
Pamphilus ‘diligently read the 
works of the ancient authors, 
and continually meditated upon 
them.’ 

The Cesarian Library, which 
Jerome takes notice of, was 
founded by Pamphilus himself. 
Isidore, of Seville, informs us 
that it contained no less than 
30,000 volumes. By this infor- 
mation we are at once taught 
that Pamphilus must have pos- 
sessed vast pecuniary resources, 
and an ambition to consecrate 
them entirely to the welfare of 
the disciples of the Redeemer ; 
for we have full authority to af- 
firm, _ that this collection of 
books was made merely for the 
use of the church; and to Jend 
to those who were desirous of be- 
ing instructed in the grand prin- 
ciples of christianity. And this 
is, as Dr. A. Clark observes, 
‘the first notice we have of a 
circulating library being estab- 
lished.’ Nor was the benevolent 
and philanthropic spirit of this 
eminent man to be less ad- 
mired. His hand was always 
open for the relief of the neces- 
Sitous, and his heart ever ready 
to sympathize with the misera- 
ble. If he saw any embarrassed 
in their temporal affairs, he gave 
bountifully of his substance to 
relieve them. He devoted a con- 
siderable portion of his property 
to these charitable purposes, and 
lived himself in the most abste- 
mious manner, to render his 
ability the greater. One of the 
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monuments of his benevolence 
was the school which he estab- 
lished at Caesarea, for the free 
education of youth. No mate- 
rials remain to enable us to give 
the plan, or state the success ef 
this academy ;_ but, that there 
was a considerable one formed 
by his generosity, is attested by 
the united authorities of Cave, 
Fabius, and Tillemont. 

But the most prominent fea- 
ture in the character of Pam phi- 
lus, doubtless, was his strong at- 
tachment to ‘the oracles of God,’ 
and his earnest endeavors to 
propagate them. In the accom- 
plishment of this noble design 
all the energies of his mind were 
united, and his labors were in- 
defatigable. ‘He not only lent 
out,’ says Musebius, * copies of 
the sacred Scriptures to be read, 
but cheerfully gave them to be 
kept by those whom he found 
disposed to read them: for which 
reason he took care to have b 
him many copies of the Scrip- 
tures (some of which were 
transcribed with his own hand) 
that wlien there should be occa- 
sion, he might furnish those who 
were willing to make use of 
them.’ Such was the employ- 
ment, and such were the delights 
of this amiable man! Is it not 
to be wished that many who pos. 
sess, perhaps, as great an ability 
for action were aiming at as 
grand an object as Pamphilus? 
But another fact, illustrative of 
this part of his character, is too 
notorious to be passed over, 
through his having published, by 
the assistance of Eusebius, a cor- 
rect edition of the Septuagint 
from Origen’s Hexap!a. Un. 
doubtedly, this was of peculiar 
advantage to the church of 
Christ; the benefit of Origen’s 
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immense labor was rendered more 
extensive ; and if this edition 
was not the first separate one, 
it was certainly the most exact. 
This was called the Palestine 
edition ; and was in general use 
from Antioch to Egypt, as that 
of Lucian was from Antioch to 
Constantinople, and that of He- 
sychius in Egypt. 

But a character so active in 
the divine cause of christianity, 
and likely to do so much injury 
to pagan superstition, could not 
expect to pass through the world 
free from persecution. ‘A city 
set upon a hill cannot be hid.’ 
A glow-worm may be seen but 
by few; but a star is exposed to 
the sight of all. But although 
Pamphilus must have been well 
aware of the dangers to which 
his exertions exposed him in such 
a period of severe persecution, 
vet the intrepidity of his mind, 
and the goodness of his cause, 
taught him to brave all opposi- 
tion, and to relinquish his useful- 
ness only with his life! He was 
frequently brought before the 
civil tribunal, and as frequent- 
ly he ‘witnessed a good confes- 
sion.” On these occasions the 
eminency of his station, and the 
purity of his character, proved 
a temporary refuge: but at length 
he was brought before Urbanus, 
who ‘ having first made,’ says 
Eusebius, ‘trial of his knowl- 
edge by divers questions of rhet- 
oric and philosophy, as well as 
polite literature, required him to 
sacrifice. When he saw that 
Pamphilus refused to obey his 
orders, and despised all his 
threatenings, he commanded that 
he should be tortured in the se- 
verest manner. When he had 
again and again torn his sides 
with his tormenting trons, the 
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cruel wretch being, as it were, 
satiated with his flesh, though he 
had gained nothing but vexation 
and dishonor, ordered him to 
confinement in prison.’ After 
having lain in this dungeon for 
a year and some months, he was 
called to receive the crown of 
martyrdom, and thus to seal b 
his death those truths which it 
had been his chief concern to 
to propagate by his life. 

How many pleasing reflections 
does the contemplation of sucha 
character aiford us! 

1. How vastly superior is 
christianity to paganism, and to 
al other systems! Have we often 
beheld its high supremacy in 
point of theory,—here we may 
behold its infinite superiority in 
point of influence! In Pamphi- 
lus we see an individual conse. 
crating all his property for the 
relief of the necessities of the 
poor ; exerting all the powers 
of his mind in removing the 
mental darkness of mankind, 
and promoting their best inter. 
ests ; disregarding all the honors 
of the world, and relinquishing 
every thing which was counter 
to his benevolent purpose ; all 
this he did from the purest of 
motives, and without noise and 
ostentation ; and at last he cheer- 
fully resigned his life rather than 
disown those principles by which 
he had been hitherto conducted. 
Christianity defies heathenism to 
give such an instance of pure 
benevolence. | 

2. What an excitement should 
such an exampte be to modern 
christians! Did Pamphilus man- 
ifest an unconquerable attach- 
ment to the Holy Scriptures? 
Did he act so extensively for 
truth, and effect so much good 
in opposition to all the difficul. 
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ties which then presented them- 
selves? Was he ‘* steady to his 
purpose,’ under all the oppost- 
tion he had to cope with? Did 
he devote all be possessed to the 
service of so glorious an inter- 
est ?—and shail not we ‘*‘go and 
do likewise ?”? Shall we be con- 
tent by merely admiring his con- 
duct without treading in his 
steps? If this great man did so 
much in Caesarea, under the ma- 
ny disadvantages of that age, 
what might he have done in Brit- 
ain, now that the art of printing 
has afforded its wonderful facil. 
ities in the diffusion of the gos- 
pel. Director of all hearts! 
God of thy saints in all ages ! 
grant us the favor which thou 
hast always borue towards thy 
people! Give us attachment to 
thy truth, zeal for thy glory, 
liberality in thy cause, and com- 
passion for the miseries of man, 
that this Pamphilus, being dead 
may yet live! Evan. Mag. 


ON THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE. 


Many things areapt to perplex 
the minds of young and inexpe- 
rienced christians, and unprin- 
cipled men make use of these to 
shake their faith, and turn 
them aside from the truth. As 
a firm faith in the authenticity, 
the inspiration, and the perfec- 
tion of our sacred writings seems 
necessary for our comfort, and 
our steadfastness, each of these 
has been assailed in its turn ; and 
pious minds have been agitated 
by the boid assertions of infidels 
on these subjects, even when 
their assertions duly considered, 
appear to be without a shadow 
*f evidence. With respect to 
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the perfection of the sacred can- 
on, it has been said, that there 
are other gospels and epistles 
equally authentic, and urging the 
same claim to inspiration with 
those generally received. And 
why receive the one, and reject 
the other? or why receive any 
of them as divine, or reject any 
of them as apocryphal, when 
there is so much uncertainty, and 
no paramount authority to de. 
cide on this great question? This 
is a comparatively recent objec- 
tion to christianity, and would 
have been urged with no hope of 
perplexing the first christians. 
** The signs of an apostle’? were 
wrought by St. Paul, and no 
doubt the other apostles, so that 
those writings which: are truly 
inspired, were pointed out as 
by the finger of God. And 
as the evangelists and apostles 
were enabled to produce these 
** signs,’’ so the first christians 
were qualified to examine, to 
approve, or to reject them when 
produced. We have the best 
reason for believing, therefore, 
that the canon of Scripture is 
neither incomplete, nor was 
formed in an arbitrary manner. 
And it may assure the minds of 
some, to be informed, that there 
is no trace of one apocryphal 
writing for the first hundred 
years after the commencement 
of the christian era. Nor is 
there any history of Christ, or 
of christianity, claiming to be 
written by an apostle, or by any 
of our Lord’s disciples, other 
than the four gospels, and the 
Acts of the Apostles contained 
in our common versions of the 
Scriptures, quoted or referred 
to by any writer whose works 
have come down to our time, or 
are known to have existed during 
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the three first centuries in which 
‘christianity was propagated; one 
such writing alone excepted, 
namely, The gospel accord- 
ing the Hebrews, ascribed to 
St. Matthew. This gospel, 
however, during the above peri- 
od, is only ¢hrice referred to, 
viz. once by Clement, and twice 
by Origen ; and Origen refers to 
it on both occasions, with marks 
of discredit. 

What a precious, living trea. 
sure is the scriptures! And, 
blessed be God, in spite of the 
daring, impious, and unfeeling 
endeavors of infidels to rob 
us of this invaluable treasure, 
Providence hath graciously 
watched over, and preserved it 
tous. The lively oracles of di- 
vine truth have been transmitted 
to us through a long succession 
of ages unadulterated and entire; 
and though the enemies of chris- 
tianity cavil, yet the authors, 
who lived in the apostolic age, 
and in the age immediately suc- 
ceeding it, and who consequent- 
ly enjoyed the best possible 
means of ascertaining what writ- 
ings were genuine, and what 
were spurious, have either not 
referred to any such apocryphal 
writings, or have drawn a broad 
line of distinction between them, 
and those which have been gen- 
erally received as inspired. 





ILLUSTRATION OF JONAWD iV. 8. 


And it came to pass, when the sun did 


arise, that God prepared a vehement 
east wind ; and the sun beat upon the 
head of Jonah that he fainted, and 
wished in hiniself to die, and said, It is 


better for me to die than to live. 


Tuis account of the extreme 


heat of the climate of Nineveh, 


isswell illustrated in the ingen. 
ious Mr. Campbell’s Travels, 
page 130. ‘ 

‘It was eafly in the evening 
when the pointed turrets of the 
city of Mosul opened on our view, 
and communieated no very un. 
pleasant sensations to my heart, 
I found myself on Scripture. 
ground, and could not help feel. 
ing some portion of the pride of 
the traveller, when I reflected 
that 1 was now within sight of 
Nineveh, renowned in boly writ, 
The city is seated in a very bar. 
ren, sandy plain, on the banks of 
the river Tigris. The external 
view of the town is much in its 
favor, being encompassed with 
Stately walls of solid stone, over 
which the steeples or minarets of 
other lofty buildings areseen with 
increased effect. Herel first saw 
a caravan encamped, halting on its 
march from the Gulf of Persia 
to Armenia ; and it certainly 
made a most noble appearance, 
filling the eye with a multitude 
of grand objects, all uniting to 
form one magnificent whole. 
But, though the outside be so 
beautiful, the inside is most de- 
testable. The heat is so intense, 
that, in the middle of the day. 
there is no stiring out ; and, ev- 
en at night, the walls of the hous- 
es are so heated by the day’s 
sun, as to produce a disa- 
greeable heat to the body, a foot 
or even a yard distance from 
them. However, I entered it 
with spirits, because I consider- 
ed it as the last stage of the worst 
part of my pilgrimage ;— but 
alas! i was disappointed in my 
expectation, for the Tigris was 
dried up by the intensity of the 
heat andan unusual longdrought, 
and I was obliged to take the 
matter with a patient shrug, an¢ 
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accommodate my mind toajour- 
ney on horseback, which, though 
not so long as that [ had already 
made, was likely to be equally 
dangerous ; and which, there- 
fore, demanded a full exertion of 
fortitude and resolution. 

‘ It was still the hot season of 
the year, and we were to travel 
through that country, over which 
the horrid wind I have before 
mentioned sweeps its consuming 
blasts. It is called, by the 
Turks, Samiel,—is mentioned, 
by holy Job, under the name of 
the East Wind, and extends its 
ravages aii the way from the ex. 
treme end of the Gulf of Cam- 
baya up to Mosul ;—it carries 
along with it flakes of fire like 
threads of silk: instantly strikes 
dead those that breathe it, and 
consumes them inwardly to ash- 
es,the flesh soon becoming black 
as a coal, and dropping off 
the bones. Philosophers con- 
sider it as a kind of elec. 
tric fire, proceeding from the 
sulphureous or nitrous exhal. 
ations, which are kindled by the 
agitation of the winds. The on- 
ly possible means of escape from 
its fatal effects, is to fall flat 
on the ground, and thereby 
prevent the drawing it in : 
to do this, however, it is 
necessary first to see it, which is 
not always practicable. 

‘ The ordinary heat of the cli- 
mate is extremely dangerous to 
the blood and lungs, and even to 
the skin, which blisters and peels 
from the flesh, affecting the eyes 
so much, that travellersare oblig- 
ed to wear a transparent cover- 
ing over them, to keep off the 
heat,’ 
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THOUGHTS ON 2 Gor. VII. l. 


Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi- 
ness 

Arcusisuop Leteuton, ina 
Sermon on these words, says, ‘It 
is the Lord who is the sanctifier 
of his people; he purges away 
their dross, and pours clean wa- 
ter upon them, according to his 
promises ; yet doth he call us to 
cleanse ourselves. He puts new 
life into us, and causes us to act, 
and excites us to it, and calls it 
up to act in the progress of sance 
tification. Men are strangely 
inclined to a perverse construc. 
tion of things. Tell them that 
we are to act, and work, and 
give diligence, then they would 
fancy a doing in their own 
strength, and be their own sav- 
iors. Again: tell them that God 
works all our worksin us,and for 
us, thenthey would take the ease 
of doing nothing. If they cannot 
have the praise of doing all, they 
will sit still with folded hands, 
and use no diligence at all: but 
this is the corrupt logic of the 
flesh ; its base sophistry. The 
apostle reasons just contrary = 
*¢ It is God that workethin us, 
both to will andtodo ;” ‘there. 
fore,’ would a carnal heart say, 
* We ueed not work, or, at least 
may work very carelessly ;’— 
but he infers, ‘** Therefore, let 
us work out our salvation with 
fear and trembling ;’ z. e. in the 
more humble obedience to God, 
and dependence on him, not ob. 
strucfing the influence of his 
grace, and, by sloth and negli- 
gence, provoking him to with. 
draw orabate it. Certainly,many 
inwhom thereisthe ¢ruthof grace, 
are kept very low in the growth 
of it, by their own slothfulness, 
sitting still, and not bestirring 
themselves, and cxercising the 
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proper actions of that spiritual 
life by which it is entertained 
and advanced.’ 


—————— 


s 
THE EPITHET * NAZARENE.’ 


Respectina the return of Jo- 
seph and Mary to Judea, and 
their abode in Nazareth, there is 
one circumstance in particular 
deserving notice, which is, the 
very lowly state to which Jesus 
chose to humble himself. Of 
all the towns of Judea and Gali- 
lee, Nazareth was peculiarly des- 
pised, as the habitation of the 
dregs of the people, and as hav- 
ing never producedan tlustrious 
or good personage. This ac- 
counts for Nathaniel saying to 
Philip, ‘ Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth ?? Hence, 
it was as infamous among the 
Jews to be called a Nazarene, 
which signified a most worthless, 
infamous fellow, as among the 
Greeks, to be called Cretians, 
who were always liars, evil 
beasts, and slow bellies. 

Jesus Christ chose io be 
brought upat Nazareth, that he 
might take upon himself, very 
early, the reproach couched un- 
der that name. Pilate undoubt- 
edly had it in view when, by 
way of mockery he wrote a title, 
and put it on the cross, * Jesus 
of Nazareth, theyKing of the 
Jews? 

Ciaude’s Posthumous Works. 


oe 
ANECDOTES. 

Tnemistocies, when a very 
young mav, was observed, soon 
after the famous battle of Mara- 
thon, in which Miltiades obtain. 
ed so much glory, to be much 
alone, very pensive, unwilling 
iv attend the usual cntertain- 
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ments, and even to watch whole 
nights. Being asked, by some 
of his friends, what was the cause 
of all this, he answered, ‘ The 
tropbies of Miltiades will not 
suffer me to sleep.” Thus, fired 
with a love of glory, he became, 
in afew years, the first man in 
Greece. 

Young christians, faith pre. 
sents to your view far greater 
glories than Greece could bestow 
on her most successful heroes, 
The perishing honors of Miltiades 


‘and Themistocles, are not worth 


to be compared with the glor 
that shall be revealed. Could they 
forego all the pleasures of youth 
to have their names enrolled in 
the records of fame,—and can. 
not you, by the help of Almigh. 
ty grace, become a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ, in hope of ob. 


taining a crown of glory that 
shall never fade ? 





‘Mothers can do great things ! 


A CLERGYMAN, now fulfilling 
the duties of his oflice panctually, 
ardently, and faithfully, was ask. 
ed, when examined by the bish- 
op’s chaplain, whether he had 
made divinity his study ;—he re- 
plied he had not particularly ; 
** but,”’ said he, ‘* my mother 
taught me the Scriptures.”” ‘Ah!’ 
said the chaplain, * Mothers can 
do great things!’ The young man 
was examined with respect to the 
extent of his knowledge, .was ap- 
proved, ordained, and desired to 
preach before the bishop. 

Mothers may perceive how 
necessary and useful are their 
pious instructions, and be en- 
couraged, while their husbands 
are busily engaged in providing 
for their families the meat that 
perisheth, to be diligent, bring- 
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ing up their offspring in the 
knowledge of the Scriptures, as 
the mother of Timothy did. This 
anecdote may also lead reflect- 
ing parents to consider what 
ought to be the education of 
their daughters, that they may 
become such mothers; for on 
the education of daughters, de- 
pends the future welfare not only 
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of families, but of our country. 
The excellent mother aliuded 
to in the above anecdote, wrote 
as follows to another of her sons 
on hearing of the birth of his eld- 
est child :—‘ Give him an educa. 
tion, that his life may be useful; 
teach him religion that his death 

may be happy !’ 
PRO PATRIA. 








MISCELLANY. 


ESSAY ON EDUCATION.,... 


In this connexion it may be 
inquired whether certain modes 
of education are not injurious 
to society, and d@gerous to the 
morals of youth. 

Still it is our aim not to de- 
sceud to particulars; we there- 
fore only ask, whether the sparks 
of amBiTION, so often kindled, 
and sometimes blown into a fu- 
rious blaze, by flattery, by re- 
wards, by invidious distinctions, 
are not hazardous to the moral 
culture of the heart? This we 
believe is more common in our 
lower schools, than higher semi- 
naries; because minor teachers 
are more generally there employ- 
ed; teachers incapable of ani- 
mating their pupils by proper 
motives. Authors and teachers 
6ften uuite thus to poison the 
public mind. ‘* No one,’’ saith 
a learned writer,* ‘** will deny 
that to wish for the favorable 
Opinions of those around us to a 
certain extent is consistent with 
the christian laws, but the love 
of glory, the desire of being dis- 
tinguished, and admired, and 
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praised, is among the antichrist- 
ian motives of action.’’ Again 
he says, ‘1 think I cannot be 
mistaken, when I assert, that 
much the greater number of our 
fine writers have really encourag- 
ed the love of applause, of fame, 
of glory, which places them in 
the most putated hosiility with 
the christian religion.”” ‘Their 
good sense has, however, com- 
pelled them, often to acknowl. 
edge the emptiness of this glory, 
and to express their contempt for 
‘*the fool to fame.” Yet they 
inconsistently apply every splen. 
did epithet to the men, who are 
impelled by this passion. They 
describe glory as the best incen- 
tive to noble actions and their 
richest reward. ‘They place the 
temple of Virtue where it is 
merely an introduction to the 
temple of Fame. They lament 
that they cannot ‘* climb the 
steep where that proud temple 
Shines afar.’? Again recollect. 
ing that all kinds of fools have 
otfered clouds of incense to all 
kinds of villains, they elude 
self reproach, by saying it is 
honorable fame, they pursue 
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Odi profanum vulgus restores 
their self approbation. Having 
frequently declared, that a good 
and wise man prefers the appro. 
bation of the Supreme Being to 
all things else, they feel at liber- 
ty again to tolerate and cherish 
the love of glory. Is not ambi. 
tion or a thirst for glory, that 
wild fury, which no man can 
tame ? Does it not set on fire 
the course of nature? Is it not 
set on fire of hell ? Why is Afri- 
ca bound in chains? Why is Eu- 
rope red with slaughter? The 
demon of ambition hath been let 
loose upon them, Like the grave 
it cries, ** Give, give ;’’ it swal- 
lows the applause ofa nation, of 
the world, and cries for more. 
I know it will be said that emn- 
Jation, or a laudable desire to ex- 
cel, not ambition, is excited 
in our schools and academies. 
I know also that calling bad 
things by good names doves not 
change their natures. 

Emulation is the soft, the del- 
icate, the pleasing name of am- 
bition. Her voice is melodious, 
as a syren’s song; but she has 
the jaw teeth of a lion; her face 
is smeared with gore; she lives 
on blood. ‘** But children and 
youth are éd/e unless we rouse 
their emulation, their lives will 
be wasted, their opportunity for 
improvement for ever lost. What 
shall be done ?”?” What shall be 
done! Inform them, that they are 
in a state of probation, that a 
price is put into their hands to 
obtain wisdom, that elernity may 
depend on a moment. Inform 
them how noble are their capac- 
ities, how sublime their natures, 
and yet how dependant, how re- 
sponsible they are to God. Show 
them the use and importance of 
the sciences; the ingratitude and 


baseness of idleness. Show them 
what they owe to themselves, 
their friends, their parents, their 
country, and their God. Azwak. 
en thetr consciences, but | pray 
you do not inflame thetr pride, 
Treat them as moral, rational 
beings. If these things do not 
rouse them ; let them slumber, 
Use no unhallowed means, even 
to save them from infamy and 
ruin. 

Because a magazine cannot be 
preserved perfectly free from the 
humidity of the atmosphere, wil! 
you light a torch, will you set it 
on fire, and by the explosion 
hazard the destruction of your. 
self and the garrison? 

Because human nature cannot 
be fired with the highest degree 
of zeal by reléxious motives, will 
you biow the coals of pride, of 
rivalship, of eternal hatred, and 
quench every spark of humility, 
brotherly love, and goodness of 
heart ? Will you labor to render 
our seminaries so many furnaces 
in which are to be hatched young 
salamanders, Cesars, and Buona. 
partes? Will you render our col- 
leges so many volcanos whose 
annual explosions shall spread 
successive conflagrations through 
the country ? 

How did Jesus Christ instruct 
his disciples ? Did he excite their 
laudable ambition, their burning © 
emulation! Did he balance them 
one against the other? Did he 
excite a spirit of rivalship, of 
svperiority, or distinction ? Did 
he rouse Peter and James by re- 
presenting Barnabas and John, 
as surpassing them in eloquence 
and fame. Did he not tell them 
to chvose the lowest seats and to 
be the servants of all? 

‘* These were men,’’ it-may be 
said; **children and youth must 





ye 
st 
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be stimulated by different mo- 
tives.” | pray you in what sys- 
tem of morals is this distinction 
made? By what kind of logic 
or divinity can it be proved, that 
those feelings, those motives, and 
passions, which are proper for 
children and youth, are improper 
for men, for parents, for the 
aged, for the dying? 

If the preceptors of youth 
may ; why may not ministers of 
the gospel, lay aside their exhor. 
tation to humility, abasement, 
and self-denial? When do youth 
begin to be men 2 How long 
shail they be excited to action 
by a spirit of rivalship and em. 
ulation ? When shall they begin 
to be humble; when shall they 
be christians 2 Are not some 
modes of education dangerous, 
may they uot be fatal to the 
peace of society ? Is it said that 
*“‘these are the bughears of a win- 
ter’s eve;’? when has this mode of 
education produced any baleful 
effects in society ? 

Because men are often clumsy 
rroficients in the work of moral 
,uin, shall we congratulate our- 
selves for their imbecility, or be 
deluded into a confidence in their 
wrong principles ? 

Ponderous artillery may beso 
unskilfully levelled as to effect 
no damage. The gospel also 
may so counteract the lessons of 
emulation as to prevent their de- 
structive influence. A powerful 
antidote may prevent the effects 
of the most malignant poison. 

Though we think these are 
conclusive replies to the inquiry 
** When has this mode of educa. 
tion produced any baleful effects 
in society 2?’ yet would I rather 
return the question ‘* When has 
Not this mode of education pro- 
duced its baleful effeets in socic- 
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ty ? When were mankind a 
harmonious brotherhood ? How 
many Nimrods, Tamerlanes, At- 
tilas, Pizarros, Madocawandos, 
and Suwarrows have been form. 
by these lessons of laudable em- 
ulation! Where are Babylon and 
Nineveh, Carthage and Tyre? 
Where are Thebes and Palmyra; 
the holy capital of Palestine, and 
the Temple of mount Zion? 
Swept away——by what ?—-the 
fury of emulation. What is the 
present state of Europe? What 
is the state of our own country? 
Are we not contending man 
against man, who shall have the 
mighty privilege of bursting open 
the doors of honor and public 
confidence? This is the sponta- 
neous harvest of such sced, sown 
in the deadly soil of the human 
heart. 

Further, if we have suggest- 
ed the true object of education, 
it will follow that the Bible 
should constitute an essential 
branch of instruction. The Bi- 
ble is the charter of immortal fe. 
licity; the map of glory. It 
draws the curtain, which con. 
cealed the invisible world, it 
brings life and immortality to 
light ; it is the book of life. Is 
it possible, then, that this vol- 
ume should be excluded from 
many and not studied, as a clas- 
sic, in any seminary of science ? 
The time makes haste, we trust, 
when this will be considered an 
incredible phenomenon in the 
history of this christian country. 

To restore ourselves to the di- 
vine favor; to recover our- 
selves from the sad effects of the 
fall, without the study of revela- 
tion, would belike teaching nay- 
igation without the knowledge 
of the compass, music without 
seunds, and the beanty ef colors 
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without light. As a miserable 
painting compares with a rich 
landscape of gardens, fields, vil- 
lages, and temples, so the writ- 
ings of men compare with the 
fair page of revelation. The 
Scriptures are among other vol- 
umes as the sun among the Stars, 
as a king among his subjects. 
Other volumes are usefal, as they 
unite their influence with the 
book of God. ‘Those studies, 
which do not harmonize with the 
gospel, are like clouds without 
rain; blossoms without fruit. 
Every book, used in seminaries 
of science, ought to breathe a re- 
ligious spirit. Here perhaps it 
would be just to remark, gener- 
ally, that the defects of education 
in this country seem rather to 
be incidental, thaa radical. The 
proper sciences are taught ; but 
are their relations and connex- 
ions, and consequences attentive- 
ly deduced? Youth are taught 
to understand, but are they 
taught to think ? 

A savage thay gaze with vacant 
wonder at a clock or other curi- 
ous machinery ; but an inteili- 
gent youth, who is taught the 
influence of the springs, the con- 
nexion of the wheels, and the re- 
lation of the parts to the whole, 
will enjoy a more rational admi- 
ration of their use, and contriv- 
ance. So he, that is taught to 
see God in every science, will 
find in every science adevout in- 
fluence on his mind. 

We see then how necessary is 
a religious spirit to those who 
are teachers of youth. This is 
consecrated ground. Let us put 
off our shoes, suppress all our 
unhallowed affeétions. 

The great design of education 
is in unison with the gospel. 
The preceptor, the professor, 


and the ehristia@h pastor, are fel. 
low laborers in different parts of 
the same vineyard. As the 
characters of their charge are 
ditlerent, their means are vari. 
ous ; their object is the same If 
a religious spirit is necessary in 
the pastor, it is not less indis. 
pensable in the teacher. They 
both are forming rational minds, 
for glory and immortality. High 
is the office; sublime the work 
of educating youth for heaven, 
This nobie employment is wor. 
thy those, who are imbued with 
the divine spirit, who are ani. 
mated with gospel _ philan. 
thropy, who are themselves heirs 
of eternal life. Let vice and in- 
fidelity never profane the teach. 
er’sheart. Such teachers, in- 
stead of elevating their charge to 
heaven, sacrifice them on the 
threshold of life; instead of 
nourishing them as lambs of the 
Redeemer’s fold, they poison 
the fountains where they drink. 

Hence parents are bound to 
examine and ascertain the char. 
acters of those, who educate 
their children. Those, who of- 
fer themselves as teachers, are 
bound to produce satisfactory 
evidence of their integrity, skill, 
and fidelity. Will a shepherd 
employ a wolf to guard his 
flock ? Will you entrust a 
stranger with the keys of your 
treasures ? Dare an irreligions 
man, assume the charge of im- 
mortal souls? 

For a moment suppose your- 
self on the borders of that lake, 
which burneth with fire, where 
hope never comes. Listen to 
the cries, which ascend from the 
fiery deep. Some are cursing 
their God and King ; some are 
begging for a drop of water to 
cool their parched tongues. Whe 
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is that spirit from the midst of 
the darkness, that raises a loud- 
er voice, his horrors greater than 
those of the common damned? 
Is he not an irreligious teacher 
of youth or children ? A thou- 
sand of his pupils surround him. 
They pour their execrations on 
his head ; a thousand tongues 
exclaim, ‘*O that you had set 
us pious examples, that you had 
taught us sound principles, that 
you had led us in the way of life. 
We trusted in your science; we 
followed your steps, and we are 
ruined for ever.”’ 

W hat would be the fate of the 
mariners should the compass 
prove false, or the pilot betray 
his trust on a stormy coast ? 
Should the system of nature be 
deranged, and the lights of heav- 
en, ** unbalanced from their or- 
bits fly,’ what could save a fall- 
ing universe? Not less terrible 
to the moral system are the ef- 
fects, when the seminaries of 
science are poisoned by the vice 
or infidelity of their instructors 
and students. When the lights 
of the country are darkness, how 
dismal is that darkness ? Such 
instructors instead of resembling 
the Star of Bethlehem, are the 
agents of that baleful dragon in 
the heavens, who tore away a 
third part of thestars, and hurl. 
ed them down to the earth. 

Koowledge when it ceases to 
be useful is not knowledge; it 
is art, it is cunning, it is guile, 
it bites like a serpent; it stings 
like an adder. Seminaries, which 
pervert the benevolent designs 
of their founders, ought to as. 
sue other names. ‘They are 
not colleges ; they arenot shools 
of the prophets; they are not 
Seminaries of science, but they 
are baleful meteors, shedding 
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plague and death on the nation ; 
they are dens of vice and the 
pandemoniums of the world. 


*,* The Editors do not 
pledge themselves for the. cor- 
rectness of every sentiment in 
the above Essay; but they 
cheerfully submit the whole to 
the consideration of the candid 
public. — 


For the Panoplist. 


Prat ye the Lord, mountains and all 
hills, fruitful trees and all cedars! 
Psalm exlviii. 


A survey of the progressive 
stages of vegetation, from the bud 
and blossom to the ripened fruit 
and falling leaves, irresistibly im- 
pels the mind to the adoration of 
the Supreme Being as the source 
of all geod. There is not a mind 
so insensible, there is not a heart 
so callous, that a view of the ex. 
tending branches, of the distend. 
ing bud, of the expanding leaf 
and blossom, but above all, of 
the ripening fruit, does not swell 
it with the praises of the Most 
High. Well might the great 
apostle to the Gentiles exclaim, 
**By the things which are made 
are clearly seen even his eternal 
power and godhead.”? The in- 
spired psalmist, the Lord of glo- 
ry, and the eloquent Paul of 
Tarsus, taught their followers 
the tender mercies of heaven to- 
ward the sons of men by direct- 
ing their attention to the beauty 
and riches displayed in the vege- 
table kingdom. It has long been 
a subject of astonishment to the 
writer, that the rich carpet of 
nature, beautified by all the tints 
of the dissolving sun-beam, ren- 
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dered fragrant by every ‘‘sweet untaught,should carry with him 
scented”? blossom, and bespread through his book a recollection 
with the golden barvest, could of all the diffiGulties he had to 
be so heedlessly trampled on by surmount in his Aovisiate. This 
stupid morals without attuning Dr. Barton has happily done 
their minds to a single strain of in his Elements of Botany. [n 
devotion. This astonishment many places to the adept he may 
eeases on reflecting that untaught seem difluse : to the student he 
man is buta barbarian: itis but seems clear without redundancy, 
a short time since even our phi- There is one excellence in the 
losophers have been attracted to style of Barton’s Elements of Bo. 
the study of plants. Youth, gtany, which, infused into all ele. 
emphatically styled the flower "mentary treatises on science, 
of life, is the age appropriate to would add much to their utility: 
the study of botany; but what it is a precision of language, 
young man can take comfort in which conveys neither more nor 
studying a science, in the®ele- less than was intended by the 
ments of which he has not pre- author. The student however, 
viously been indoctrinated. And who sees much to admire and 
how can youth be indectrinated praise, discovers one material* 
in elements without teachers and defect, which a new edition only 


elementary books of instruction? 
Thanks to the patrons of Har- 
vard University, New-England 
is no longer destitute of an estab. 
lishment for regular botanical 
instruction or of an able profes- 
sor to teach the elements of the 
science : Thanks to our coun- 
trymen, Dr. Barton, the stu- 
dent in botany is no longer des- 
titude of an elementary guide to 
eonduct him by simple and easy 
steps to the revels of Flora: 
The writer of anelementary trea 
tise, whose aim it is to teach the 


can remedy. A work, which has 
been well received in America, 
which has been reprinted in Eng. 
land, and which has been translated 
into French under a special or. 
der of the empress of Russia, the 
public might readily expect, 
would undergo a new edition 
enlarged by the author. 


* The defect alluded to Dr. Barton 
apologized for in his preface Vegetable 
physiology, or the philosophy of botany, 
a subject highly interesting and truly im- 
portant, has not received attention pre- 
portionate to its merits, 


—— 
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covY OF ALETTER FROM THE REV. 
W. CAREY, TO THE REV. DR. MIL- 
LER, OF NEW YORK, DATED 


Calcutta, Nov. 30, 1809. 


I RECEIVED yours, sent by favor of 
brethren Gordon and Lee, and beg you 
will accept my thanks for it, and the vol- 
ume which accompanied it. It gives me 
great pleasure to receive, at any time, a 
letter from you. 


The letter which you enclosed, giving 
an account of the remarkable work of 
divine grace ina neighboring town, has 
created much interest here ; and has, ! 
believe, occasioned many thanksgiving 
to God for his merey. ° : 

Though we cannot boast of any rapid 
success attending the publication of the 
word in this country, yet we cannot re- 
frain from rejoicing in the gradual spres® 
of the sacred leayen. The progress @ 
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the kingdom of our Redeemer has been 
slow, and, like the growth of vegetables, 
insensible, y et it has been real; and when 
the present state of the interest of relig- 
ion is compared with its state in any pre- 
ceding period, ata reasonable distance, 
the difference is evident; and furnishes 
us with an Occasion to praise God for 
what he has accomplished, and to look 
forward to him with earnest expectation 
and hope, that he will complete all that 
his promises hold forth to our view. 

‘There are now in Bengal, five church- 
es constituted, and furnished with pas- 
tors, besides five more places in Bengal 
and Bohon, where the word of God is 
regularly published by evangelical clergy- 
men Of the church of England ; andtwo 
more situations where churches are not 
yet formed, occupied by brethren be- 
jonging to our Mission. In all these 
churches there have been additions dur- 
ing the present year 

in Calcutta, the Lord has done great 
things for us. We have been enabled to e- 
rect adecent place of worship,70 feet by 38, 
without including the veranda,or portico, 
which is thirty two* feet wide, through 
the whole length, making the whole 
building a square of 70 feet, each side. 
The congregation is increasing; I think 
itamounted,last Lord’s day,to nearlytwo 
hundred persons. There are now about 
fifty persons in this city, who are in full 
communion. I think the total of persons 
in all our churches in India, whoare in 
full communion, amounts to about 140. 

Several collateral circumstances, also, 
which can be estimated by those alone 
who are on the spot and are acquainted 
with the state of society here, contribute 
much to my encouragement; among 
others, lmight mention the great pro- 
portion, of those persons to whom the 
gospel has been effectual, who are usu- 
ally included under the general term, 
“ Portugueso.”? Some of these persons 
spring from the illicit connexion of Eu- 
ropeans with the native women; others 
are the descendants of Portuguese, more 
or less intermixed with people of other 
nations by marriage, or illicit connex- 
ions. A great number of those who are 
the illegitimate offspring of Europeans, 
have had a decent education, and some 
ofthem a liberal one; those descended 
from the Portuguese, are in general ig- 
norant, and their education es either 
been very confined, or altogether neglect- 
ed; they are also mostly of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion. All these persons 
are well acquainted with the current lan- 
guages of the country—=>they being, in- 


* I speak by guess about the width of 


each part, but know the whole to be 70 


Jeet, 
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deed, their vernacular languages ; they 
also form a series of connecting links be- 
tween Europeans and the natives of the 
country. The work of God in Caleutta, 
has been chiefly among this class of per- 
sons; and thus a great number who were 
neglected as the dregs of society, (par- 
ticularly the catholic Portugueso,) are 
brought to declare themselves on the side 
of the gospel. I, however, calculating 
upon the future progress of the gospel 
in this country, expect that a goodly 
number of persons will be raised up from 
these people, who will publish the gospel 
among the natives to much greater ad- 
vantage than Europeans can ever be ex- 
pected to do, and probably with greater 
success. Already two of the Armenian 
natives have been called by this church 
to the work of the ministry ; and J hope 
ina reasonable time to see others, (be- 
sides those cailed from among the Hin- 
doos of whom there are now three per- 
sons called to the gospel ministry,) en- 
gaged in the same glorious cause. 

The translations of the word of God 
into the Oriental languages, are still go- 
ing forward. ‘The whole Bible is printed 
in Bengalee. The New Testament in 
Sungskrit and Oorissa—the poetical 
books and part of the prophets in Oorissa 
——nearly cwo thirds of the New Testa- 
ment in Hindosthanee—-and nearly half 
of it in Mabratta The printing is also 
going forward in Chinese, and the lan- 
guages of the Seeks. The translations 
are well advanced in several of these, and 
two or three other languages. In short, 
we have great reason to bless God that 
he has assisted us thus far, and to look 
for his support and assistance to the end. 

I am, very affectionately, yours, 
W. CAREY. 


OTAHEITE. 


Iw consequence of a serious war, which 
had broken out at Otaheite, the greater 
part of the missionaries had thought it 
necessary to retire to the neighboring 
island of Huaheine, where they had been 
received in a friendly manner. Four 
missionaries had been left at Otaheite, 
but were expected soon to follow the 
others. The war, it was thought, would 
end in the total overthrow of Pomarre’s 
government. Ch. Obser. Jan. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


A misston has been established 
among the Namaquas, which is said to 
proceed favorably ; and the surrounding 
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tribes have expressed a great desire to hear 
the gospel ‘ihe missionaries congrega- 
tion has increased to upwardsof 700. Be- 
sides these, many,whoare obliged for the 
sake of their cattle to live near the water, 
come Oceasionatly to hear the word of 
Gou, or one of the missionaries goes to 
then, to instruct themand their children ; 
for which reason, the missionaries ob- 
serve, we want help in our labors, for 
we have a large field before us. Jd¢d. 





MISSION FO TARTARY. 


Karass stands on the east side of the 
Rirgest of the five mountains, called Besh- 
taw, in about 43 degrees north latitude, 
and 61 degrees east longitude from Lon- 
don The missionary settlement is sur- 
rounded with two double fences with a 
ditch between, and the whole defended 
by a guard of six Cossacks. In conse- 
qvenee of being thus secured, it has not 
suiicred such losses from bands of robbers 
this season (1809) as in former years. 

At present there are ten dwelling 
houses or distinct families im the settle- 
ment, and the number of inhabitants 
young and old, that properly belong to 
it, forty three souls. ‘The double fences 
include a piece of ground about 270 feet 


square on the declivity of the east side of 


one of the Beshtaw mountains, the gar- 
dens and other inclosures are pretty ex- 
tensive. Little or no grain has yet been 
sown. The chief articles raised are po- 
tatoes, tobacco, cabbages, green peas, Xe. 
Agricultural labor in this climate is se- 
vere for the constitutions of Englishmen. 
They are unable to support the fatigue, 
which it requires, for any length of time, 
without bringing on weakness and dis- 
ease. As there are few good tradesmen 
on the lines of Caucasus, and as the Rus- 
sians and Tartars are able to bear fatigue 
without inconvenienee, the missionaries 
are likely to support themselves by me- 
chanical trades. Watch mending would 
be a very profitable business, because 
there are plenty of watches in the coun- 
try and but few to keep them In a: 
There is not a watch maker in the whole 
country except an Armenian, aud he 
knows nothing of the business. 

As good potters’ clay is found near 
Karass, pottery would prove very advan- 
tageous. A hatter likewise would do ex- 
tremely well, as the materials fur mak- 
ing fine hats can easily be procured. 

About 7 days journey from Karass lies 
the Ebse or Sonna country, through 
which runs the Ager discharging itself 
into the Black Sea This country con- 
tains upwards of 50 villages, some of 


which are considerable towns. Latli con- 


Account of various Missions. 





| May ’ 


tains 900 houses built chiefly of stone ang 
lime. The greater part of the people 
are free; and at the same time a number 
of villages are at the disposal of chiefs. 
The whole population is computed at two 
hundred thousand, The country is said 
to be very healthy, and abounds in wood 
of every kind ‘The Sonnas are professed 
christians. They believe in one God and 
in Jesus Christ, as their only Savior and 
King. They pray that God would bless 
them for Christ’s sake, they baptize their 
chiidren 4 or 5 days after they are born 
by washing them all over the body. In 
their churches they have images, some 
of which they say were produced by the 
power of God in a miraculous way. In 
one church they have the im&ge of 
horse When they swear they wish that 
they may be turned to the left at the day 
of judgment should their oath be false. 
They observe fasts and kill cattle to teed 
the poor, when they repent of their sins. 
They observe the Sabbath in a religious 
way, and have a number of priests who 
are allowed to marry. 

In their churches they have a number 
of large books, which the priests read, 
but do not pretend to explain. ‘The ser- 
vices consist mostly in singing and prayer. 
rhe priests wear long garments, richly 
ornamented with gold and silver When 
they pray, they look toward heaven with 
uplifted hands. They look on the pres- 
ervation of christianity among them as a 
miracle. It is evident the Sonnas are 
Greek christians, aud they probably once 
belonged to the Georgianchurch The 
Sonna country is very fruitful. The men 
and women eat together and both wear 
long hair. Some of them keep slaves, 
but the greater part of them disapprove 
of the practice, and dread lest it should 
bring calamities upon their nation. They 
inoculate their children with the small 
pox on the crown of their head. 

_Other tribes are the Abazas, and Aba- 
zichs, formerly christians, but now chief- 
ly Mohammedans. The Lesgiz also are 
a numerous tribe. Ch. Ob. Feb. 


———— 


WHEN we consider, say the missionz- 
ries in their Journal, March, 1809, the 
number of children gathered from among 
the heathen; the number of adults, that 
have been baptized; the printing and 
circulating of a vast number of tracts, 
and particularly of the gospel by Mat- 
thew in the native language ; the inquir) 
that prevails, and the suspicions of the 
truth of Moha dism, that have beer 
excited; the of the chiefs; the 
apparent disposition of whole nations te 
receive the christian religion, produc- 
ed by our conversation and the reading 
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of our tracts; and especially our almost 
miraculous preservation till, this period 
amidst the ravages of hostile incursions 
we cannot help pleasing ourselves with 
the idea,that Providenee has dealt kindly 
with us. Ch. Ob. Jan. 


SOCIETY FOR MISSIONS TO AFRI- 
CA AND THE EAST. 


From an address of Feb. 1. of the 
society for missions to Africa and the 
East, instituted by members of the 
established chureh in England, it ap- 
pears that they are making commend- 
able exertions to diffuse christianity 
among the natives of the western 
coast of Africa, and that they have 
favorable prospects of making some 
remuneration to Africa for her wrongs 
endured in consequence of the inhu- 
man traffic in human blood, now abol- 
ished. A grammar and several cat- 
echisms have been pubiished in Susoo 
and English. Two settlements are 
formed on the Rio Pongas. Four 
Lutheran ministers, the Rev. Messrs. 
Renner, Butscher, Barneth, and 
Wenzell, occupy these settlements 
on a mission from the society to the 
Susoos. They receive under their 
care the children of the natives, of 
whom they have aconsiderable nume 
ber, several of them children of 
the neighboring chiefs. Rev. Mr. 
Nylander supplies the place of chap- 
lain to the colony of Sierra Leone. 

The society has lately undertaken 
the estublishment of a settlement at 
the bay of islands in the northern 
part of New Zealand. Two artisans, 
one a carpenter and ship builder and 
the other a flax dresser and twine 
spinner, have sailed under the care 
of Rev. Mr. Marsden, chaplain of 
New South Wales. 

_ The Society has established a mis- 
sionary seminary in England under 
the direction of the Rev. Thomas 
Scott,rector of Aston Sanford, Buck- 
inghampshire. Two Lutheran min- 
isters and one Englishman are pre- 
paring for their future labors under 
his superintendance. 

Africa contains 150 millions of in- 
habitants, and Asia 500 millions, all 
with few exceptions heathens or fol- 
lowers of Mahomet, 


DOMESTIC, 


ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE BOAKD OF DIRECTORS, TO 
THE NEW YORK MISSIONARY SO= 
CIETY; 
Presented and approved, April 3, 1810. 


In recounting to the brethren of the 
Society, at their annual meeting, the 
transactions of the past year, it wouid 
rejoice the hearts of the directors, to be 
able with truth to announce the rapid 
progress of the gospel in every quarter 
to which their labors® have extended. 
But though they cannot boast of an event 
so grateful to the lovers of the precious 
Redeemer, they have cause to believe 
their efforts have not been altogether 
fruitless. The constant attendanec, the 
serious and solemn attention visible 
among the Tuscaroras, and the earnest 
zeal and anxious solicitude for the con- 
version of their brethren, testified by the 
believing part of the nation, are favorable 
syimptois, and presages, we hope, of the 
eventual! success of the Mission 

Notwithstanding the reluctance of the 
Missionary to trust in appearances, 
which frequently prove fallacious, he is 
constrained to acknowledge in a fate 
communication, that the word of the liv- 
ing God has, in some instances, reached 
the hearts of both white people and In- 
dians. 

No additions, it is true, have been 
made tothe church among the Tuscaro-+ 
ras, by baptism, during the ministration 
of Mr. Gray. Applications for admis- 
sion to the ordinance, have not been 
wanting; but these were deservedly re- 

jected, as arising from mistaken ideas of 
the ordinance, and of the subjects prop- 
er to receive it. 

A willingness to aegept of baptism at 
the hand of the Missionary, steady atten- 
danee at church, and a disposition to 
break off from gross sins, were deemed 
sufficient qualifications for the ordinance, 
by those ignorant or misguided persons. 
In a few individuals lately, a better spir- 
it has discovered itself. As these appear 
to be actuated by better motives ; by a 
deep sense of their undone condition, 
and a conviction of the necessity of a Sa- 
vior’s righteousness, they have claims 
better authenticated; and after receiv- 
ing the necessary instruction, and afford- 
ing satisfactory evidence, by their life 
and conversation, of the reality of a sav- 
ing work of grace ou their hearts, will 
doubtless be admitted to a participation 
in the sacred ordinances of the Gospel, 
and contribute to the inerease of the 
church among the Tuscaroras. The er-. 
roneous spirit formerly prevalent among 
that people,the Missionaryhumbly trusts, 

the Lord has rebuked, and is pow spread - 
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ing sentiments more just, and more con- 
genial to the nature of the gospel of 
Christ. 

The Rev. Robert Forrest, who, at the 
special request of the Directors, visited 
the Tuscarora nation, in July, 1809, at- 
tended their council, and preached for 
them, gives ample testimony to the ex- 
emplary conduct, and growing attention 
todivine things, both among these In- 
dians, and among the white people in 
their neighborhood ; as well as to the 
fidelity of the Missionary, and his qualifi- 
cations for the trust committed to him. 
And this testimony, in itself unexception- 
able, is corroborated by the opinion of 
other respectable persons, both in the 
Western District, and in Canada, 

Mr. Gray, in summer, preaches 
twice every Sabbath. His first sermon 
is specially addressed to the Indians; his 
second is more particulariyadapted tothe 
situation and circumstances of the white 
inhabitants; and thei. numbers frequent- 
ly exceed the number of his Indian hear- 
ers. In winter he preaches but once, 
and that almost exclusively to the abor- 
igines; but few of the whites attending. 
The number of his Indian hearers va- 
ries from fifty toseventy; the proportion 
of females being commonly the greatest. 
The general deportment in the house of 
God is grave and solemn. 

Though the youth appear sometimes 
to listen with attention to the voice of 
instruction and reproof, at others, like 

‘too many of the vouth among ourselves, 
they break through every restraint, and 

ursue their wicked practices with avid- 
ity. The chiefs of the nation, and per- 
sons of more advanced age, are friendly, 
sober, and honest. Indeed, temperance 
and honesty are prominent traits in the 
Tuscarora character. The conduct of 
the professors of the gospel is irreproach- 
able 

The seasons of catechising in the pres- 
ent state of things cannot be regular and 
fixed, but are necessarily accommodat- 
ed to times and circumstances, wherev- 
er the Lord opens a door, either in visi- 
tation, or in private conversation Af- 
flictions, sickness, and death are the spe- 
cial seasons of ministerial visitation 

The Board of Directors unite with Mr. 
Gray, in earnestly soliciting every mem- 
ber of the society, in his private suppli- 
cations at the throne of grace, to remem- 
ber the interests of the Redeemer among 
the heathen in general, and particularly 
among the people more immediately un- 
der the charge of the Society. The 
promises and declarations of scripture 
on this subject, give the greatest encour- 
agement to the duty, and the Missionary 
views the personal blessings he has enjoy- 
ed in his present charge, as precious an- 
swers to the prayers of the Society. 
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The farm purchased for the use of the 
Mission is said to be valuable,but will stil} 
require some additional fencing to com. 
plete its improvement,and renderit capa- 
ble of yielding an increase proportioned 
to its value. Though the accounts with 
Mr. Holmes are not yet finally settled, 
some ofthe materials which were in his 
hands, have been delivered up by his 
agent, and applied tothe repair of the 
house,or used in the erection of a barnon 
the farm The real expense of the buildings 
has, however,been little diminished by the 
materials recovered; but an immediate 
disbursement of money, equal to their 
value, has been saved. 

The school erected in the Tuscarora 
village for the instruction of the Indian 
children, in the estimation ofall, is an ob- 
ject of the highest importance. A knowl.- 
edge of the English language, and the 
principles of divine truth imbibed in 
youth, frequently repeated, and seriously 
inculeated by a faithful teacher, would 
not only greatly facilitate the labor of the 
Missionary,but give direct access through 
the understanding to the conscience. 
This department, however, has during 
the last year languished, through the 
indisposition of the teacher, whose labors 
have been much interrupted by the prev- 
alence of a nervous indisposition. Exer- 
cise has now, in a great measure, remov- 
ed the complaint. The school is inereas- 
ing, and is at present attended by twen- 
ty-four children; of whom eighteen are 
Indians, sixteen boys, and two girls; the 
remaining six whites. The Indian chil- 
dren have made but little progress. The 
most advanced class is only beginning to 
read. But their progress in manners, is 
greater than their progress in letters. 
‘The Lancaster plan of tuition has been 
attempted ; but hitherto without success. 
The common mode of instruction has of 
cousre been adopted. The deportment 
of the teacher is becoming his christian 
profession. He is now much encourag- 
ed, and able to give stated and regular 
attendance on his school. But by a state- 
ment of his necessary expenses, submit- 
ted to Mr. Gray, it sppears that the al- 
lowance hitherto made him is insufficient. 
An augmentation of salary has been 
judged necessary to the continuance of 
the school. 

Since the last annual meeting, a reviv- 
al of correspondence with the different 
Missionary associations, with which an 
epistolary intercourse had formerly been 
maintained by this Society, has been at- 
tempted ; but answers have been receiv- 
ed only from the Northern Missionary 
Society of this state, and from the Lon- 
don Missionary Society 

From the Report transmitted by the 
former, it appears, they are prosecuting 
the missionary cause among the Oneidas 
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with spirit, and not without success. Mr. 
Jenkins, their missionary, was ordained 
to the work of the gospel ministry in 
April, 1809 ; ‘and from that time to the 
5th of September, in the same year, had 
baptized thirty children He steadily of- 
ficiates at Squasselow and Oneida. The 
whole number of Indians at Oneida, 
amounting to 450 or upwards, profess 
the christian religion, excepting 3 or 4 
persons ; yet the number of communi- 
eants in Mav, 1809, did not exceed 18 or 
19. An Indian, named Abram, labors 
also with great zeal in promoting the 
interest of the gospel emong the Onei- 
das, and has been earnestly recommend- 
ed by Mr. Jenkins, to notice and com- 
pensation from the directorsof the North- 
ern Missionary Society. 

‘The communication received from the 
London Missionary Society has been 
published at large in the Christian’s Mag- 
azine. In addition to the information 
therein contained, it may be proper to 
observe, for the encouragement of our 
brethren of this Society, that the exten- 
sive utility of the pious and respectable 
body of men, connected with that associ- 
ation, is equalled only by the prudence 
and perseverance with which their meas- 
ures are conducted. The success of 
their labors is various. In Africa, a con- 
siderable number of Missionaries is em- 
ployed, with a zeal and success that have 
astonished the world, particularly among 
the Hottentots, whose ignorance and stu- 
pidity were proverbial, and who were 
scarcely allowed to claim a rank in the 
scale of being superior to the brute crea- 
tion 

The pious, learned, and indefatigable 
Dr. Vander Kemp, has formed a plan for 
extending the chain of Missionary settle- 
ments along the east coast of Africa; 
and has proposed, notwithstanding his 
advanced age, to proceed on a new mis- 
sion to the Isle of Madagascar. [n his 
expedition, he is to be aecompanied, 
among ‘others, by Mr Snit, who for 
some time «esided in this city, and is well 
known to many members of this Society. 

A prosperous mission of the London As- 
sociation,was founded in Demarara,in the 
month of February, 1808. It is oceupi- 
ed in disseminating the knov ledge of the 
blessed gospel among the negro slaves. 
In March, 1809, the Missionary writes, 
that 24 of these had been received into 
the church of the Redeemer by baptism, 
and that more than 150 of them were se- 
riously seeking the salvation of their 
souls. 

The London Missionary Society is 
still extending its exertions to new fields 
of labor No practicable obieet escapes 
their notice Besides their endeavors to 
remove the vail of Moses from the eyes 
of the Jews,and the efforts they are mak- 
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ing for the translation of the Scriptures 
into many different languages, particular- 
ly into the Chinese ; an undertaking hith- 
erto deemed insuperable, they are medi- 
tating a mission to the Greek Island-, to 
preach the gospel, and circulate the mod- 
ern Greek Testament among the inhabit- 
ants. 

From the Netherland Missionary So- 
ciety, a letter has been received, breath- 
ing a spirit of fervent piety and zeal for 
the promotion of the gospel. The for- 
warding of their transaetions, though in- 
convenient at the time, may be expect- 
ed as soon as opportunity offers. ‘These 
zealous followers of the Redeemer, in 
the midst of difficulties and diseourage- 
ments, are not unmindful of their chris- 
tian privileges, nor unwilling to impart 
what they have freely received at the 
hand of their gracious, heavenly Master. 
They were at the date of their letter, 
preparing a mission to the coast of Coro- 
mandel. 

From the laborious and faithful Paul 
Cuffee, a communication was received 
soon after the last annual meeting of the 
society, detailing the state of the different 
congregations under his care. The suh- 
stance of his letter was published with the 
last annual report, and does eredit to his 
piety and fidelity, while it furnishes addi- 
tional cause of gratitude to Jehovah Je- 
sus for the greatest manifestations of his 
love and power to the children of men,ev- 
idenced inthe work of his blessed Spirit 
on the hearts of many of the people un- 
der the care of Paul. A letter has been 
written to the Rev. DavidS Bogart, who 
is the medium of communication between 
the Society and Paul, requesting some 
account of the present stat: of his congre- 
gations ; but no answer has hitherto been 
received 

The Directors have for some time 
extended their views to other Indian na- 
tions, particularly to the Senceas, among 
whom it has been contemplated to erect 
a school; whichis only delayed until a 
person can be procured, properly qualiii- 
ed for the office. A committee has been 
appointed also, to inquire what places 
may with propriety be occupied as Mis- 
sionary stations; and where it would be 
advisable to erect other schools. But 
sone time must elapse, before these ob- 
jects in all their details, can be prepared 
for deliberation, and ripened into execu- 
tion, even ifevery pecuniary impediment 
were removed. 

To inspire every heart with confidence 
in the bountiful goodness of the divine 
Head of the church, and to the honor of 
the Assista.t New York Missionary So- 
ciety,their liberal donation of §3-8,53cts. 

ought to be recorded with gratitude. 
This supply will be a seasonable aid to the 
Directors, in establishing a school among 
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the Seneeas; or, should this fail, may be 
employed to enlarge the sphere of the So- 
eiety’s usefulness in some other quarter. 
A letter, inclosing a donation of $ 40, 
has also been received from the Presby- 
terian Youth’s Assistant Missionary So- 
eiety. This Association was formed in 
November, 1809, for the sole wag ot 
promoting the views of the New York 
Missionary Society. If we consider the 
short duration of the establishment, and 
the spirit of piety and generosity from 
which it Originated, the donors will 
be found to deserve, as they have receiv- 
ed, the sincere thanks of the Directors. 
The Young Men’s Bible Society, is 
also entitled to the grateful acknowl- 
edgments of every friend to the Mission- 
ary cause, for the benevolent tender of 
their service to supply this Association 
with Bibles. The offer was accordingly 
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accepted with thanks, and witha deter. 
mination to profit by their kindness, when 
cireumstances call for its exercise. 

In surveying the progress of the Mis. 
sionary spirit, and reflecting on the 
amazing power of divine grace displayed 
in the various departments of the vine- 
yard of God, while the Directors do 
homage to the zeal and activity of other 
Societies, less highly privileged than 
themselves, and acknowledge with shame 
‘heir own inferiority, they are constrain- 
ed to exclaim, ** This is the Lord’sdoing, 
aud itis wondrous in our eyes.” 

The Treasurer’s account will exhibit a 
faithful statement of the receipts and ex- 
penditures for the year past, and will 
show the present amount of the Society’s 
funds. 

By order of the Directors, 
P. WILSUN, Sec’y. 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Reronrt from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, on the subject of Ameri- 
ean Manufactures, prepared in obe. 
dience to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives. April 19, 1810. 
Referred to Mr. Bacon, Mr. Macon, 
Mr. Pitkin, Mr. Fisk, and Mr. Clop- 
ton, Boston: Published by Farrand, 
Mallory, & Co. and Lyman, Mallory, 
& Co. Portland, 1809. 

A Discourse, delivered at the Fu- 
neral of the Rev. David Sanford, 
A. M. Late Pastor of the Second 
Church in Medway. Who died 


April 7, 1810, Atatis 73. By Na- 
thanael Emmons, D D Pastor of the 
Church in Franklin. Boston: Pub- 
lished by Farrand, Mallory, & Co. 
and Lyman, Mallory, & Co. Portland, 
1810. 

Two Dissertations. Jirst. The 
Nature and Constitution of the Law, 
which was given to Adam in Paradise; 
designed to shew what was the Ef- 
fect of his disobedience. Second. 


The Scene of Christ in the Garden 
of Gethsemane ; cesigned to shew 
the Nature of the Cup, which he 
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prayed might pass from him. By 
David Santord, A. M. Pastor of a 
Church in Medway, Massachusetts. 
Boston ; Published by Farrand, Mal- 
lory, & Co. Suffoik Buildings ; and 
Lyman, Mallory, & Co. Portland, 
1810. 

A Dictionary of Practical Surgery. 
Containing a complete exhibition of 
the Princrples and Practice of Surge- 
ry, collecied from the best and most 
origina! sources of information, and 
illustrated by critical remarks. By 
Samuel Cooper, Member of the Koy- 
al College of Surgeons, London, and 
author of the First Lines of the Prac- 
tice of Surgery. With Notes and 
Additions, by John Syng Dorsey, 
M.D. Adjunci Professor of Surgery 
in the University of Pennsylvania, &c. 
In 2 vols. octavo. B. & T. Kine, 
Philadelphia. 

The Child’s Monitor; or Parental 
Instruction. By John Hornsey, au- 
thor of ‘* A Short Grammar of the 
English Language,” &c. ‘The first 
American edition, corrected and im- 
proved. B. & T, Kite, Philadelphia. 

The Mirror of Taste, and Dra- 
matic Censor, Numbers 3 and 4. 
Bradford & Inskeep, Philadelphia. 

The Travels, Imprisonment, and 
Sullerings, of John Neison. In a 
neat pocket volume, from the twen- 
tieth London edition, J. Kingston, 
Baltimore. 

The Office of the Holy Weck, ac- 
cording to the Roman Missal and 
Breviary. The first American edi- 
tion, revised and corrected by a Cath- 
otlic Clergyman of Baitimore, and 
published with the approbation of 
the Rt. Rev. Archbishop Carroll. 
&. Dornin, Baltimore. 

The Life of the honorable major- 
general Isracl Putman: Embellished 
with a copperplate Engraving, repre- 
senting the Genera: riding down the 
steep precipice at Horse Neck, on 
a fuil trot to elude the pursuit of 
the British troops commanded by 
General Tryon. ‘Ifo which are an- 
nexed two Poems; «an address to 
Une urmies of the United States, and 
a Poem on the Happiness of Amer. 
ica. By Col, D. Humphreys, aid-de- 
camp to Gen. Washington during the 
Revolutionary War. M‘Carty & 
White, New York. 

dhe Edinburgh Review ; or, Crit- 
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ical Jouriial, No. 29. Octobet, 1809. 
To be continued quarterly. E. Sar- 
geant, New York. 

TheEloquence of theBritishSenate; 
being a selection of the best speeclies 
of the most distinguished English, 
Irish, and Scotch Parliamentary 
Speakers, from the beginning of the 
reign of Charles the Ist, to the pres- 
ent time, with Notes, biographical, 
critical, and explanatory. By Wil- 
liam Hazlitt. 2 vols. Prior & Dun- 
ning, New York. 

Vol. Ill. No 4, of the Christian’s 
Magazine. Designed to promote 
the knowledge and influence of evan- 
gelical truth and order. Williams & 
Whiting, New York. 

The Task; a Poem, by William 
Cowper, of the Inner Temple, Esq. 
To which is prefixed, a short account 
of the Life and Writings of the au- 
thor, Aibany, B, D. Packard, 1810. 

The Shepherd of Salisbury Plain. 
New Haven, Walter, Austin, & Co. 
1810. 





PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICA. 
TIONS. 


W. W. Woodward, Philadelphia, 
proposes torepublish—Butterworth’s 
Concordance, with which he will ac- 
commodate tose who shall give 
their names for the new edition of 
Scott’s Bible, as well as those who 
have subscribed for and received the 
first edition. Proposals will shortly 
be printed, with the terms to those 
who subscribe for Scott’s Bible, new 
edition, and those who have had the 
first edition of the work, and to those 
who subscribe tor the maps and con- 
cordance alone. 

Bernard Dornin, Baltimore, pro- 
poses to republish—An edition of the 
Lives of the Saints ; by the Rev. Al- 
ban Butler, in six volumes, octavo. 

J. Kingston, Baltimore, proposes 
to republish—The Substance of 
Brooke’s Fool of Quality, or, the Cel- 
ebrated History of Henry, Eari of 
Moreland. ‘This fourth edition will 
be printed verbatim from the last 
London copy ofthis justly admired 
work, colluied and revised by a 
learned Divine of the Church of 
England. ‘Yhig work will be print- 
ed in two handsome volumes, cuode- 
cimo, containing together more tan. 








Poetry.....To Correspondents. 


BAS six hundred pages. The price to thentic Jewish historian and celebrat. 


subscribers $1 a vol. in boards 
Also—The American and Europe- 

an Biographic Dictionary, with an 

engraved iikeness of Washington. 


ed warrior. To which is added, a con. 
tinuation of the history of the Jews, 
from Josephus, down to the present 
time, including a period of more than 


- Williams & Whiting, New York, 1700 years Containing an account of 
a propose to republish—A new treatise — their dispers.on into the various parts 
+f on the use of the globes; ora VPhilo- of Europe, Asia, Africa, and Ameri- 
Be soplical view of the Earthand Heav- ca, their diflerent persecutigns, 
Be ens; comprehending, an account of transactions, various occ urrenéés, 
‘ He the figure, magnitude, and motion of present state, throughout the known 


the earth; with the natural changes of 
surface, caused by floods, earth- 
quakes, &c. together with the ele- 


world. Witha great variety of oth. 
er interesting and authentic particu- 
lars collected from various valuable 


Hl mentary principles of meteorology works, recording the principal trans- 

. and astronomy, the theory of the actions of the Jews since the time of 
iB tides, &c. preceded by an extensive | Josephus. Translated by William 
* selection of astronomical, and other Whiston, A. D. professor of mathe- 
f | definitions ; illustrated by a greatva- maticks in the university of Cam- 
yo riety of Problems, questions for the _ bridge. 

. examination of the student, &c, de- Also to republish—Butterworth’s 
: signed for the instruction of youth. Concordance. 

i By Thomas Keith, private teacher of Proposals have been issued for pub- 
if Ma'hematics,Geography,&c. Inone lishing, by subscription, A Sketch of 
: vol. 12mo. ' Louisiana,by an American, lately re- 
‘ John Teibout, New York, proposes turned from New Orleans. Subscrip- 
3 to republish—The complete works of tions will be received by Farrand, 
i, Flavius Josephus, the learned and au- Mallory, & Co. Boston. 

we i 
zi POETRY. 
THE DESIGN OF AFFLICTIONS. 

4 HOW oftenin this world of wo What bright designs our minds en- 
i Fierce storms arise and tempests gage ! 

: blow! Worthy of God, and full of grace— 
+ ia. Full oft are ali our plans derang’d ; Our profit and Jehovah’s praise ! 


Our brighiest prospects soon are From creatures, thus our minds are 


: < chang’d ! wean’d, 
, Our hopes and fears alternate rise; From tottering props on which we 
Our joys must soon give place to sighs! lean’d ; 


q When we rejoice, we tremble too ! 
With anxious thoughts our comforts 
: | view. 

Why are we thus expos’d to fear 

t From ills that seem approaching near? 
P| Sure, some design pervades the plan 
By which Jehovah governs man ! 
Yes; when we read the sacred page, 


Of this vain world, alas! too fond, 

And oft forgetting all beyond ! 

Made humble thus,and taught to prize 

The rest remaining ’bove the skies, 

Where neither storms nor tempests 
blow, 

But endless joys from Jesus flow’ 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





ete A Review of the Review of Dr. Griffin’s Dedication Sermon in the An 
i thology for February last, was reluctantly postponed. It did not arrive tli 
ver.: our pages were allintype. It shall appear next month. We have also on 
, 1% hand a very interesting letter from the missionaries in Bengal to their cor 
1 respondents in Philadelphia. Several original pieces have been received, 


: 


ig ‘which we have not room to mention more ‘particularly 








